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born in Newgate; ſome who were more apt to give 
SERIES Credit to Defamation than Truth, readily came 
| WP, into the Belief of it, afürm'd it to be Fact, and 

1 (pread the Fiction with as much Aſſurance, as if 


ENS they had all theReaſon in the World to be aſſured of 
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e ies being Reality; but nothing is more certain, 
| tan that all the Foundation for that malicious 
le was this, and only this. D 


Father, being ruined, as is taken Notice of hereafter, by the Miſma- 
nagement and Wickedneſs of his ſecond Wife, was, as it has been 
many an honeſt Man's Fate, thrown into N-wgate for Debt. Whilſt 
the poor Man lay there, his Son, who was about nine or ten Years 
old, was every Day witIf-his Father, went of Errands. for him, and 
{ was of as much Service to him as at that Time of Life he was able; 
I but forever to ſtop the Mouths of Slanderers, and clear the Point be- 
1 yond the Power of its being controverted for the future, we have ſub- 
Joined the following Certificate and Affidavits. 


1 » ada 


— i — * —_— * FFF TS „ X24 b. 4, hs. nn ac — — —_— N a — 


A True and genuine Account, of the Birth and Baptiſm 
of Joyun BARBER, Eſq; one of the Aldermen of 


London, as appears by the following Certificate and 
Affidavits annece ec. 5 


T1 ESE are to certify whom it may concern, that Jo H 
| BAR BEER, Son ef Mo x GAN BARBER, 2 Barber; and 
Maxx bis Wife, born in Gray's- Inn Lane, near the Dolphin; was 
baptized the 11th Day of April, Anno Domini 1675 as appears ty 
an Entry in the Regiſter Book for Chriſtenings belonging to the Pa- 


9 


ri/ of St Andrew Holborn, London; made by, Edward Stil- 


lingfleet Dofor in Divinity, the then Rector of the ſaid Pariſh ; and 
now in my Cuſtody, FL : 
-' Witneſs my Hand this 


28th Day of October, 1 3 | CAA. Kin 6 | 


ENR Y Cornwall, of, London, Gent. maketh Oath, 
11 bar be carefully examined the Entry in the abe ve Certificate ſet 
Forth, with the Entry in the Regifter-Bosk, ,, 
tber with Charles King whoſe Name 1s ſub 
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2 4 — 
. 75 + . 
. 4 i 1 


NL 7 E O14 T having been reported, that Mr Bazzrg was 


About two Years after the Death of the Alderman's Mother, his 


herein mentioned, toge- 
ribed to the ſaid Certi- 
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ficate, and in whoſe Care and Cuſtody the , Book then wall 
and that the ſaid Charles King /o ſet and ſubſcribed bis Name thereto, it 
the Sight and Preſence of him this Deponent; and therefor# be know, 
and believes the ſaid Certificate to be true. 8 | 


| Sworn the 28th Day of Octob. 1734, Hen. Coxnwar 4 
| before me, Villiam Billers, Mayor. 3 © 
A Nnz Millen, Widow, aged 76 Years, or thereabouts; now liv 
ing in Gray's- Inn - Lane, in the Pariſb of StAndrew Holbourn, ij 
#be County of Middleſex, maketh Oath, that ſhe was well acquaint: 
ed with, and did very well know MoxoAR BAR BER, and Mary Bit 
Wife, mentioned in the above Certificate, for many Years, and before 
their Intermarriage; The ſaid MokeAM at ber firſt Know ladge of bin 
being a Journeyman to Benjamin Tomlinſon, 2 Barber and Surgeonf 
deceaſed; the former Huthand of the ſaid Maxx; after whoſe Death 
the ſaid MorGan, who was always looked upon and efleemed to be an 
boneft and induſtrious Man, intermarried with the ſaid Many, with! 
whom ſhe had been longer and more intimately acquainted, and whom: 
foe always hooked and efteemed to be a very ſober, virtuous, bo-Y 
nei and induſtriaus Woman; and as ſuch ſpe the ſaid Man v!was general. 
AMacceped, reputed,and taken to be, by all that Inet and were acquainted. 
with ber, as ſhe verily believes; ſbe baving never beard any other Cha- 
racter of ber: That after ſuch Intermarriage with the ſaid MorGan and } 
tbe ſaid Ma x vibe the ſaid Maxx brought forth a Son, which(as thisDepo- | 
S IT nent beſt recollects the Time to be) is about Fifty-nine Years ſince, That ſbs 
believes to the beſt of ber Memory ſpe was preſent both at the Birth, and 
EE | Baftiſm of ſuch Son, who was Chriftened and named John ; that ſ bas |} 
From his Infancy been well acquainted with bis Perſon, and with bis 
Manner and Character of Life, by ber own Knowledge, und by the In- |} 
formation of others, to this preſent Time ; and that therefore ſhe is well | 
aſſured and well knows, and believes the aboveſaid Jonn the true and | 
' dawful Son of the above-named MoRGAN and Mary BaRBER, inthe | 
"above Certificate mentioned; and Joh BAABER, Eſq; now ane of the | 
' Aldermen of the City of London, to be one and the ſame Perſon. . . 
Sworn the 28th Day „% OC ID Fo a ARBRE £2 ch | 
of October. 1734, before me ' AnxEMiILLER, | 
William Billers, Mayor. Ee RT ny 
; OwLlzsr M1LLex, Citizen and Cork of London, aged Fifty- | 
2 four Years, Son of the aboveſaid Anne Miller, idem; born in 
_ Gray*s-Inn-Lane, in the Pariſb of St Andrew Holbourn in the Coun- | 
ty of Middleſex; On bis Oath ſayeth, that he bas well known and been 1} 
 ecquainted with the Perſon of Jon BanRBEA, Efg; now an Alderman 1} 
of the City of London, for the Space of fury two Years, or thereabouts; 7} 
that about that Time he went to School with the ſaid Joun BakBeR, | 
' who was then reputed and taken to be the Son of Morgan BARBER, ff. 
Barber, and Mary bis Wife, as in. the above Certificate is ſet 
forth; and who is as be well knows and is ofſured one and the ſams _ 
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generally pleaſing to the Publick ; the Life of one, 
was remarkable from his Birth to his Death; and in 
a moſt extraordinary Manner, both publickly and 
ſay, of ſo great a Favourite of Fortune, judiciouſly 


accounted for, and faithfully related, cannot fail 


will more than juſtify the following Pab. lication to 


8 Sheets, was not more remarkable for a Riſoof E 0 


1:8 


AND 


CHARACTER 
Jobn Ranks Eſq; 


LATE 
ALDERMAN of Londen, a 


F Accounts, when authentic, of Perſons who 
have only made a little more than ordinary Fi- 
re in the World, are for that Reaſon alone 


who, tho' not born, yet died a Gentleman; who 


rivately diſtinguiſned himſelf, and was as much 
iſtinguiſhed by others; the Life and Conduct, we 


of finding fo univerſal and ready an Acceptance, as 


the Town. = 
The Perſon, who is the principal Subject of theſe © 
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2 The L ite and Charatter 


tune and uncommon Succeſs in the World, than 


for great natural Parts and valuable Acquirements 
for many Virtues and ſome Vices ; which, as the 


former laid the Foundation of the Superſtructure, bl 
the latter, thro' his own Happineſs of Management, 


almoſt equally aſſiſted, as will be made appear in the 
Courſe of this T reatiſe, in carrying it up to the 


Hight 1 it at length arrived at. 


The Deceaſed is now wholly dilintereſted in the 


Cenſure or Applauſe of Mankind, yet we ſhall 
make it our Care to ſteer between two Extremes, 


and equally avoid injuring the Memory of the Dead, 


or offering any falſe Ineenſe to the Living: Where 


his Life was worthy Imitation, we ſhall ſhew it in 


the moſt advantageous Light; but where otherwiſe, 


eſpecially if of a private Nature, we ſhall draw as 


thick a Veil over it, as a proper Regard to the Juſt- 


neſs and Conſiſtency of a full, as well as a faithful 
Record of his Life and Actions, fit for publick Pe- 
rafal, will admit of. . 

The lately popular and much celebrated Fobn 


Barber, Eſq; was born in the Year 1675, of Pa- 


rents in low Circumſtances ; who, at the Time of 
his Birth, lived in a ſmall Houſe in Gray*s-Inn-Lane, 

Holborn, He was his Father*s Nameſake, and the 
only Child who ſurvived both Father and Mother : 
They were not in a Condition to give him, any 
more than a common School Education : A Kapa- 

city or an Inclination to any Thing but Play, was not 
diſcovered in him, till he left off School to 20 Ap- 


prentice, when he entered upon a Part, which he 
became thorowly Maſter of, and went. ny with 
great Advantage and Reputation. N oF 
But that we may be the better able to refute the 
many ill-natured Reports, 1 ſay no warſe of them, 
which have prevailed in Relation to the Birth aud 
Parentage of our late much valued Alderman, we 


are * to be a ae more N upon thoſe 
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of My Alderman BAR BER. 3 
Heads and go back to his Father and Mother; and, 
if we can, aſcertain the Phace of his Nativity. 


. His Father was by Trade a Barber; or (as the 
Barbers chooſe to call it) by Profeſſion a Barber-Sur- 


geon; tho* in ſuch very indifferent Circumſtances, 


as has been obſerved, that hewas forced to work to 
maintain his Family, tho* at ſuch a Price as was 


in his Time much more common, even for ordinary 
Tradeſmen and Shop-keepers to give, than it be- 


Came ſome Years afterwards. 


However with the little Bufineb he had, he made 


ſhift to maintain his Family; and tho? they lived 


meanly, they lived honeſtly: The Mother of our 


Alderman was an induſtrious careful good Woman; 


ſhe brought his Father bur little ; — made up for 
the Want of a Fortune, by aſſiſting her Huſband 
in his Buſineſs, and deing every Thing in her Power 


to do abroad, in an honeſt Way, to get a Shilling 


towards thetr Su 1pport at home. 15 
Thus they lived in Credit, well reſpected by their 


Neighbours for Induſtry and Integrity, till his Mo- 
ther died when his Father married a ſecond Wife, 


the very reverſe of the former; who proved as bad 


as the other was good ; run her Huſband out, and 


at length ruined him: This was when our Alder- 


man was about nine Years of Age; and then Mr 


Sitile, the City Poet, ſhewed the firſt real Kindneſs to 


this their Child, to whom he was God-fatherz he 
took him home, cloathed him, and then put him 


to School at Hampſtead ; where he kept him, till he 


did ſtill kinder Things for him; he having affured 
him, when he took him from his Father, that, if 


he behaved as he ought to do, he would treat him 
as he deſerved; and as it afterwards en he was 


full as good as his Word. 


Tis much beneath our Deſign to give a Detail of 


the little childiſh Pranks, which are laid to the 
TO” of the Alderman when in his Father's 
A's 8 5 Ty 
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TX 5 The Life and Character 
Houſe, and at School; moſt of which ſeem to cwe their 
Riſe to modern Invention: As the doing this would 
be trifling with, and miſuſing the Reader, ſo on the 
other Hand it would be wicked in us even to repeat, 
for to repeat would be to propagate, the ſcandalous 
Stories which have been told, with much Confidence 
affirmed to be true, and with great Induſtry ſpread over 
the Kingdom, relating to the Mother of the Alder= 
man, and the Place of his Nativity; in hopes of 
rendring him as infamous by Birth, as the making 
of him to be the Produce of an unlawful Inter- 
courſe with a Criminal, and one of the moſt aban- 
doned of Proſtitutes, could render him, 4 

But as the whole of this has been proved by un- 
exceptionable Affidavits to be a ſcandalous Forgery, 4 
a malicious Invention of his Enemies to leſſen 2! 
him in the Eſteem and Affection of his fellow Ci- | 

tizens, we juſtly, as every honeſt Man ſhould, en- 

tirely reject it, as moſt vile, not to ſay villainous and 
deteſtahle. | | f 
This Point then being thus ſettled, and, as we 

think it muſt prove, to the Satisfaction of all the diſe 
intereſted Part of Mankind; and we having before 
ſent him out into the World, let us now ſhew our 
Alderman entering upon the Stage of Life; and trace. 1 
him by the Steps he took, to advance himſelf from 
the under Part he began with, to the ſuperior Charac-  } 
ters he afterwards appeared in, before he quitted the. 
Theatre on which he much out. ſhined moſt of his 
co- temporary Actors. 3 "= 
His Education, as we have obſerved, was but 
narrow; the excellent natural Parts he afterwards diſ- 

covered, had not yet been brought into Exerciſe ; 

theſe were a Treaſure locked up, as 1t were, in the 

Mine, which, as ſoon as broken up, diſcloſed an ine- 
ſtimable Wealth. He was ſent upon Trial to one Mrs 

(lark, a Printer and a Widdow, in Thames-Street.. 

His Miſtreſs ſoon found out his Capacity, and every 


Day 
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viour; and now having been about a Month upon 
Trial, Mr Sittle was ſo pleaſed with the Accounts 


given of him by his Miſtreſs, that he bound him 
Apprentice to her, and generouſly gave her twenty 


Guineas with him. | 
This was the Baſis of all his future Good; the firſt 
Step to all his after Proſperity. This was a Step ta- 


Eken for him, and he was very careful in every one 
be from that Day took for himſelf. 


He applied with indefatigable Pains to his Buſi- 
neſs, and ſoon made himſelf Maſter of enough of it, 


to be taken Notice of; and make himſelf diſtinguiſh- 
3 ed; and long before he was out of his Time, he was 
x reckoned one of the beſt Compoſitors of the Trade. 
He ſhewed a Genius and Capacity uncommon to 
one of his Age; and much beyond what could have 
been ed from a Youth of his Extraction or 


Education. 


Tho' he was not. more taken Notice of for being, 


as the Printers call it, a good Hand, for his Exact- 


| ] neſs and Expedition, than he was admired for his 


ſolid judicious Deportment, and for Wit and Elo- 
quence, which he made to Tally with the former; and 
in which he had none who could come upto him, 
even among thoſe who were much his Seniors, and 
in all other Reſpects his Equals. 


He perſevered with the fame Diligence and At- 


tachment, he firſt ſet out with to Buſineſs, and al- 
ways kept the main Chance in View, thro? the whole 
of his Servitude ; fo that with great Juſtice it may 
be ſaid, never was a Printer better ſerved than Mrs 
Clark, or ever was a *Prentice more faithful in the 


Diſcharge of his Duty chan this her favourite Youth. 


proved, from the Day he came to her, to the Day 
that he had a Right to go from her. Tho® even this 
Fart of Life he enlivened ; and towards the latter 


End of his Time, indulged himſelf in ſome few Gal- 


lantries ; 


2 
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. ” of Mr Alderman Ain... 
Day grew more and more in Love with his Beha- 
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6 The Life and Character 


lantries; theſe he had a peculiar Turn of Mind to; 4 
but ſo happy a Method of Conducting, that he neyrer 
ſuffered his Pleaſures to interfere with Aﬀairs of greu- 
ter Moment, or draw him off from the Deſign he 
was unalterably reſolved to purſue, of Eftabliſhing 

| himſelf in the good Opinion of Mankind; fo that 
| whatever of this Sort he engaged in, was only at 
leiſure Hours, to relax. and reheve the Mind, when 
fatigued by a too long and too firenuous an Atten- 
dance on Buſineſs, and that he might return to Buſi- | 
neſs with an Alacrity, which might afſift him to a 
more agreeable Diſpatch of it. 
With a Reputation unequalled by b excelled b ö 
none, he came out of his Time; and upon that St . 
alone could have commenced 'Maſter, and ſ- for 
himſelf; whatever he wanted in Caſh for opening a 
Printing-Houſe of his own, he could have had upon 

Credit. No young Beginner was ever more courted 
to this, all being perſuaded that he could not poſſibly 
fail a Succeſs ; but he was for moving foftly, that 
he might move the more ſafely; he was Maſter of 
too much Prudence and Caution, to be led into 
precipitate Meaſures z and was for advancing by Des 
grees; well knowing, that Men were oftener undone 
and ruined by having too much Credit given them; 54 
than by too little. "| 

Purſuant to this falutary Method of Proceeding, | 
which he was determined in, he began for himſelf as 
a Journeyman, and became a Manager for his Miſtreſs, 
and worked afterwards in different Printing-Houſes 
about Town; and his free open good natured Manner 
of Converſing and Acting, lo upoit the  Aﬀec- 
tions, and got him the goo Will, od all Perſons 
wherever he came. a8 
But it is Time to view ha in a more' Wendet 
Condition, enough having been faid of him in his 
dependent State, Thro' his own CEconomy, and by 
ſome Aſſiſtance from Friends, he embraeed a favou- 
rable —— which preſented, and in about the 


Year 
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of Mr Alderman BARBER. 7 


] Year 1700, opened a Printing-Houſe in Queen's- 
9 Had Ah, from whence he ſoon after returned to 
5 | Lambeth-EHhill, near Old Fiſt. Street; where he continued 


till he became above Buſineſs, and able to act in a 
much higher Sphere. 
And now he took every probable Method in his 


Power to recommend himſelf, and get Buſineſs ; He 


was for a few Years a downright Printer, without dif. 
covering any Inclination for any one-Party, or Sett of 


4 Perſons, more than another, but a thorow Endeavour 


only to oblige whoever employed him; and in order 
to this, he ſtrove to ſuit himſelf to every Man's Taſte, 
with whom he had any Thing to do; with the 
Grave he was the ſame; the Merry and Jocoſe could 
not meet with a better e He would drink 
all Night with the Man who could not otherwiſe be 


| | obliged ; and rather than a Jobb ſhould ſlip thro? 
his Fingers, would revel in Love as well as Wine 


with him, who took. moſt Delight in both. 


He was moderate in his Prices, and generous in his 


| | Expences, with whomſoever he engaged ; gave Credit 


where it was neceſſary ; was never over pretling when 
Money was due: and in ſhort, by accommodating 
himſelf to every Man's Circumſtances, as well as his 
prevailing Inclination, not only ſhewed, that he was, 

at thoſe Years, a very good Judge of human Nature, 
but cultivated an Intereſt, which afterwards repaid all 


3 7 his firſt Laviſhments and Fatigues. 


This his handſome generous ſpirited Management 


ſoon became generally known, and rendered him as 


generally valued: Every Week brought him an En- 


| creaſe of Acquaintance and Buſineſs ; but he was as 


yet determined not to lay up for a rainy Day, whilſt 
his Spending his whole Profits would add to that Bu- 
ſineſs, which he did not yet think large cnough. 
Thus he went on for three or four Years together, 
and printed for whomever came to him, and whatever 


| they brought, whether they paid him or not. To Day, 


a Picce came from his Preſs for the Whigs, to mor- 
row 


8 De Life and Charafter 
| row, for the Tories. Hiſtory and Divinity, Poetry 
and Profe, Bookſellers and Authors were equally 
acceptable to him, as any of theſe contributed toad- 
vance his chief Deſign z which was to be thoroly 
known, and firmly eſtabliſhed; and tho“ many 
gueſs d, yet very few knew to what Party or Prin- 
ciples he ſtood moſt enclined; and this was a 
Secret he was careful to keep, till he was aſſured of 
fuch a Number of Friends, as left him no Room to 
be afraid of his Enemies, | 
But till this was the Caſe, as has been mentioned, 
High Church, or Low Church, or the Man of no 
Church; Prieſt or Preſbiterian; for the Miniſtry or 
againſt it, were the fame Thing to him; whilſt 

| Buſineſs went on with him, and he could make 
the Obliging any of them, ſubſervient to the promo- # 
ting the Intereſt of a young Beginner. 5 


A,. propos to this we cannot omit inſerting here, 
what our Alderman often before, and many Times 
ſince he was Alderman, declared to be Fact, which 
was; that the firſt Money which he ever laid up, 
and could call his own (for, as he faid, whatever be 

got before, was always at the Services of thoſe he 
hoped to get more by) was by the Dyet of Poland; 
2 Satire wrote by the well known Mr Daniel de Foe, 
- *which had its Reputation in its Day; by this Peice 
our Alderman got a hundred Pounds clear of all 
Expence ; and he uſed to fay, that, as it was the 
firſt hundred Pound he was ever compleatly Maſter 7 
of, fo he thought it "thrived the beſt with him of 
any Money he had ever got; for from that Time he 
never wanted a hundred Pounds, but went on, en- 
creaſing, till he was able to command ſome thou- 
ſands. . | „ 1 
The Dyet of Poland from Mr BARAHER's Preſs, 

was one Indication among many others, which 
might be given, of his preferring at that time, Prot to 
Principle; for, not any thing could be more wm 4 
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4 | than that Performance was to the Way of Thinking 
he had begun to give ſome Indications of, and which 


he ſoon after avowed ; and not only avowed then, 
but adhered to from the firſt Diſcloſure of himſelf, 
to the laſt Hour of his Life ; but he faid,. that he 


never ſhould have been ſorry for Printing that 


Poem, tho? he had loſt, inſtead of getting Money 
by it, ſince *twas the Work of a Perſon, no Man 
ever could converſe with, without being wiſer and 
better for that Converſation, unleſs it was his own 


We are now come to the Year 17505. Mr BAR. 


BE R at this Time had no Occaſion to ſollicit for 
Buſineſs, he was well known, and not better known, 


than beloved; he was now under no Necellity of 


going abroad, or of taking any extraordinary Me. 


thods to er a Trade; he had as much Work 
preſſed upon him, as he knew how to diſpatch, 


His Name was up among the Bookſellers and Au- 


thors in general; and, if we may be allowed the 
Expreſſion, he was become the Idol of a Set of 
Perſons of Diſtinction, whole Wit and Senſe will 
never be diſputed, but by thoſe who have no Pre- 
tenſions to either. 

Tho? it was not more his own n good Senſe, face- 
tious Converſation, and generous Dif poſition, which 
recommended him to thele particular Friendthips, 
and to a general Acceptance as a Companion, than 


he was indebted for equal Reputation, as a Printer, 


to the Correctneſs and Beauty, with which cvery.” 
Thing that came under his Hand, was executed. 

His Fame among others, drew the Beaux and ta: 
Belles to Lambelh-Hill; and tho' we might readily | 
imagiae, that neither could have a any Taing to co 
wich the Printer, tho' they might with the Man; 


yet among the Number of thole, who paid a Ke. 
gud to Mr Ba RBER, we ſhall at leaſt find two, to 
* he was under greater Obligations, as a Prin- 


ter, 


10 Tue Life and Character 
ter, than to any other Perſons upon the Face of the 
Earth; a ſtrong Proof, that Learning, Wit and 


good Senſe are not incompatible with Gayety. 


A Gentleman, one of the brighteſt Parts in Bri- 
tain, paid Mr Barzzr a Viſit, which was ſucceed- 


ed by another from a Lady of diſtinguiſhed Merit; 


whoſe Works will be prized, whilſt Eloquence, Wit 
and good Senſe are in Eſteem among Mankind : 


The former was the late Lord Bolingbroke ; but it | 


ſeems almoſt needleſs to mention the Lady's Name; 
not one of the Fair Sex being at that Time ſo much 
in Vogue for theſe, as Mrs MANL E v, to whom we 


are indebted for the Atalantis ; Lucius, firſt Chriſtian 


King of Britain, and a Miſcellany, not yet collected, 
of valuable Pieces in Verſe and Proſe. 
The Effects of theſe Interviews proved very for- 


tunate and happy to our Alderman; from hence a 
Friendſhip and Intimacy commenced, which raiſed 


him in time, to be above wanting the Friendſhips 


of any other Perſons but themſelves, and of thoſe 1 
they led him to an Acquaintance with. | 


Being thus fortified, he appeared for thoſe hs 


+ had eſpouſed him; avowed his Principles, which he 


had hitherto carclully concealed, and openly declar- 
ed for CHurcn and Monarchy 3 a Declaration he 


never deviated from; Principles he ever regulated 
himielf by to the Day of his Death. 

An Acquaintance with Mr S? Fobn (for when Mr 
BARBER knew him firſt, the late Lord Bolingbroke ' 


had no Title) was followed by many agreeable, as 


well as valuable Acquiſitions: on the Alderman's 


Part. Mr &, John immediately liked, and ſoon loved 


the Man: He introduced him to the great Mr Har- 
ey, aft rwards Earl of O ford and Mortimer, and 


d High Treaſurer of Great-Britain; to the Duke 


of Ormond, and to the unſortunate Dr Atterbury, late 
Lord Biſhop of Rochęſter: He brought him to the 
ane ledge of Dr Sw /e, the inimitable Mr Pope, 


Mr 
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he Mr . Mr Offworth, and of many other W 

id of Diſtinction and Worth, who became his Friends, 
and continued their Regard and Value for him to 
the laſt. | 

Even in this brilliant Circle, our Alderman 
filled his Place, and behaved equal to the Expecta- 
tions, and high Opinion which had been entertained 
of him; and now, as he uſed to ſay, he was at the 
beſt School that ever Man was in; all Defects of E- 
ducation were abundantly made up to him, by a 
Converſation with a Set of the brighteſt Men of the 
Age; who, for Learning, Wit and Judgment, fine 
natural Parts, for every amiable Quality of Mind, 
and valuable. Accompliſhments, were not to be 
more than matched in the Kingdom. 

Theſe were the Perſons by "whom he regulated 
his Conduct; he became devouted to their Intereſt, 
and they ſufficiently afterwards took Care of his; 
he ſpared no Pains to diſcharge his Duty to, and 
ſerve them, or any Expences to pleaſe them. 

We muſt not hide it, tho? we ſhall only hint at 
here, what we ſhall explain more fully hereafter, 
that he often riſqued both Health and Conſtitution, 
rather than become any Check to a prevailigg In- 
clination in any of them: He entered into al their 
Pleaſures, and they were ſure of an agreeable Com- 
panion, whenever they engaged Mr BARBER to ba 
one of the Company: He behaved on all Occaſions | 
like a generous, open-hearted, free-ſpuited Engliſh - . 
man, unreſerved and merry; loved his Jeſt, and ſev  _© 
Men ſaid better Things, or more of them; treated ___ , 
like a Prince at home, and thought nothing too 
much to oblige his Friends with abroad, 

Theſe were Friends, but we muſt not forget a 
Favourite, The Tranſition from Friendſhip to Af. 
fection, is very eaſy, and often made, when the 
moſt amiable Part of the Species 15 concerned, 
Mrs Manley had not converſed many Months with 
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Mr BanBr R, but ſhe began to view him in a di 
ferent Light from the Reſt ; ſhe found, that what 
had pleated her Ear, had touched her Heart; and 
ſhe ſoon found, that his Perſon, good Serie, and 
Addreſs, had made a Captive of her, when ſhe only 
meant a Courteſy, He was too diſcovering, not to 
be ſenſible of wk Impreſiion he had made; and 
judged too well of the Con ſequences, not to know, 


that his Intereſt was too greatly concerned in im- 


proving the Succeſs his Applications had already 


met with, for him to give over thoſe Applications, 
till the Poſſeſſion of the wiſhed' for Prize crowned 


his Attempt. 

Hut he was now an experienced General in this Part 
of the Art Military; and ſeldom ſet down before a 
Town, and obliged to raiſe the Siege. He conti- 


nued his Attack, and gained Ground every Day; 


at length a Capitulation — agreed to, and ſigned, 
upon honourable bd eg. Forth Sides; and the 
Conqueror remained in Poſſeſſion of the Fort for 
ſeveral Years; and even till a mercileſs, and a more 


powerful Conqueror took Poſſeſſion of it, and laid : 


it level with the Ground. 


But Metaphor a Part: Mr Barber was now ſure i 


f a Set of Friends, whom he was determined to 


| "oblige at all. Events; his Inclination and Intereſt, in 
this, ſuited exactly; they were Parſons after his | 
on Heart; and thoſe Principles he had kept con- | 
ceal'd *rill now; and he was every way a Man af- | 
ter theirs ; and fit for their Purpoſe; and 'tis cer- 
tain, that the great Regard Mr St. John upon all | 
Occaſions ſkewed for him, and the peculiar Attach. 

ment of Mrs Manley to him, were Incidents to which 

he was now indebted for the Proſperity thro? every 
future Year of. Buſineſs after his Acquaintance wit! 

5 them which attended him, than to all the other fortu- 

vate Accidents, which conſpired, either to ad- 

Fre his Fortune, or- render him Popular; and to -- | 
| tale, 7 


a". 
2 
* 
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might have gained or been favour'd with, as the 
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| | theſe, eſpecially to Mr St Fobn, he was oblig- 
ed for becoming acquainted with moſt if not 


all of thoſe Gentlemen and Perſons of Diſtinction, 
by. whoſe Means he raiſed an Eſtate, which made 
him much more their Equal, than ever he could 
have thought of becoming, by the moſt profitable 
Trade, as a, Printer, which he could have any 
Hopes, how deſerving ſoever, of falling to his 
( | : | 
He had been acquainted with Mrs Manley ſome 
Years before this more than ordinary Intimacy 
commenced ; but then 'twas only a flight Acquain- 
tance, ſuch as ariſes between an Author and a Prin- 
terz the. Employer and the Employed; but when 
they came to an Ecclariſſement, they came to a 
much more intimate Correſpondence; and for the 
Sake, ond, of being near the Preſs and more at 
band, to ſee her own Work done cor rech, and 
better attended to than it had been; ſhe had an 
Apartment fitted up for her, at the Houſe of 
Mr Barber, with whom ſhe reſided, to the Day of 
her Death, „ nn 
© *Twas here that Mrs Manley wrote that well- 
known, well-receiv*d Tragedy Lucius, the firſt 
Chriſtian King of Britain, a Peice accepted almoſt 
as ſoon as offered; and by as good Judges, as ever 
Perhaps wers entruſted with the Management of the 
Theatre; and the Reception it met with from the 
Town, was the beſt Teſtimony that could be given 
| of their good Judgment. | „ 
But no Body could know its Worth more than 
Mrs Manley herſelf; and ſhe judged ſo judiciouſly 
of -the good Taſte of the Town, that ſhe was re- 
ſolv'd that this Play ſhould ſtand or fall. by the 
uninfluenced Determination of. the Public: She 
would not allow any Stock of Reputation ſhe 


-Reward of former Performances, to come into tze 
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Aid of this; and therefore took all whe Care ſbe 
could to conceal its Author's Name; at the ſame 
Time, ſhe was ſo unconcerned as to the pecuniary 
Advantage it might or might not prove of to her- 
elf, that ſhe was fully bent upon introducing of it 
to the World upon her own Terms, or not to in- 
troduce it at all; purſuant to this Reſolution ſhe 
communicated the Play, and the Conditions on 
which ſhe would part with it, to proper Perſons of 
her Acquaintance; and ſhe was ſoon after waited 
upon by a Manager from the Theatre ; he read, 
approved, and readily cloſed with her Propoſals : 


She was poſitively ſet againſt giving. herſelf any 


Trouble upon the Head ; folliciting was irkſome 
and hateful to her; ſhe could not bear the Thought 


of cringing for a 8 or a Guinea; as her Cir- ._- {© 


cumſtances, as ſbe ſaid, made begging none of her 


Buſineſs, fo ſhe would have nothing to do with the 


* Author's third Night; or truſt to Chance or Ca- 
price for her Benefit: She would not bear the 
Fatigue of a Moment's Expectation or Uncertainty 

as to the Fate of the Play; the knew it was a 


good one, and would not therefore put any Part 


of its Reputation upon the juſt or injudicious Per: 


formances of thoſe who were to act it; but was 


reſolved that if there was any Defect upon that 


Score, they ſhould bear all the Damage, Who 


ought t to bs all the Blame. 


But *twas found ſhe judged right upon this O- 4 
caſion; and, to be juſl to her Memory, we might 


add, that ſhe was ſeldom or never known to do 

otherwiſe upon any Occaſion : She made her De- 
mand and *twas readily comply*d with without any 
Abatement : Inſtead of Benefit Nights, ſhe asked fix 


hundred Guineas, which they gladly agreed to; and - 


ſix hundred Guineas were paid, upon her delivering 


0 the . into the Managers Hands; z which was a 
8 c Tranſaction ; 
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, E Tranfiction they found afterwards greatly to their 
Advantage to have been concerned in. 


The Run of this Play is undoubtedly well re- 
member'd by the Town; *twas acted fifteen Nights 
ſucceMvely z and to a crowded Houſe every Night. 
The Managers took Care to put in for the Author's 
Claims, as uſual every third Night, on which, ac- 
cording to Cuſtom they raiſed their Prices; but 


it was themſelves, and not Mrs Manley who re- 


ceived the Benefit of their doing ſo. 
Mr BAzBzR printed this Play; and tis almoſt 


JF needleſs to ſay, * aj the Profits by the Sale of fo 


celebrated a Tragedy muſt befar from inconſiderable; 
ſo far that the Demand was exceeding large; and in 
Proportion to the Value, the univerſal Approbation 
of thoſe who had ſeen it had ſtamp'd upon it; and 
in Proportion to the Curioſity excited by common 
Report of thoſe who had not ſeen it, to read it; 
ſo that (and we have it upon good Authority) 
there was as much Money got by the printing and 
Sale of this Play, as the Writer got for een 
it to be acted. 

As we ſhall have no Manner of Occaſion to in- 


] | troduce Mrs Manley again, we have choſen to i 3 
Y fert altogether here, whatſoever relates to the Inte. 


courſe between Mr BA RRE R and that Lady, which 


is neceſſary for preſerving the Connection of our 2 


Hiſtory; or proper for the Public to be made ac- 
quainted witn. 


This Lady's eee and Reſidence with 


Mr Bazsnzx, continued the ſame for ſome Years, 


and her Capacity and Conduct were equally con- 
cern'd in rendering her Perſon and Parts ſubſervi- 
ent both to his Pleaſure and Profit at Home, and 
in Promoting his Intereſt abroad. Every valuable 


Friend ſhe had in the World, ſhe made a Fiend to 


him ; and perhaps, there was not any Perſon to 


bee he was more ob] iged for an extenſive Ac- _ 
LS quaintance 


" 
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quaintance among the gay and the great, than to 
Mrs Manley, except Mr St Fobn. GV 
Ne continued her Favourite, and ſhe is, in par- 
ticular, all the Time of Lord Oxford's Miniſtry ; Wl 
and was in thoſe memorable Years highly ſervice- | 
able to the Cauſe Mr BA RBER was, as deeply | 
as his Station would admit of engaged in. She was 
naturally attached to the Intereſt of Monarchy, 
and therefore heartily eſpouſed the Side which ſhe 
fancy'd inclined to the ſame way of thinking with 
herſelf. Several political Pieces of that Day, which 
common Fame aſcrib'd to other Pens, came 
wholly from her own ; and ſhe often ſhined in the | 
EXAMINER, without the World's knowing that 
ſhe had any Hand in it. *Twas indeed by that Ca- | 
nal that ſhe chiefly conveyed her Thoughts on State | 
Affairs to the Town ; and for ſeveral Months toge- 
ther ſhe wrote the Examiner, without any other 
Perſon's being concerned in it, but herſelf: And to 
the Day of her Death Mr BARBER had the Ad- 
vantages of her Converſation, and the Beneſit of her 
Penſion. a: „%% 3 C2. 34 
But *tis Time to return more immediately to Mr 
Ban BER himſelf. He was about the Year 1709, 
at the Head of very conſiderable Buſineſs; and, as 
a Printer, much in Vogue; ſo that by Bookſellers | 
and Authors he had his Hands full: But what was | 
of more Advantage to him than all the, reſt, he 
had eſtabliſhed his Intereſt with a Set of Gentlemen, | 
whom he knew, if it ſhould ever turn up Trumps | 
with them, and the Game come into their Hands, ; 
' would prove better Friends to him, than he had | 
reaſon to expect any other Set of Friends upon the 
Face of the Earth could prove to him; and the 
Event made it ſufficiently evident that he paſſed 
as good Judgment upon the Matter, as any Man 
alive could have paſſed; but we may haſten to the 
fortunate Period. Not any thing worthy public OÞ- 
5 „„ ſer vation, 


jon, or any material” Alteration in his Circum- 
2 happening to him more than what has been 


But in 1710 came on the Change of the Miniſtry; 
Mr Barber had ſhewed himſelf zealouſly attach*d to 
the Intereſt of Dr Sacheverel ; During the Courſe of 


the People had of his Caſe; he joined with thoſe 
who huzza'd the Doctor thro? the Streets when he 
paſs'd and repaſsd them to and from Męſtminſter- 
Hull; and thoſe who made Uſe of the Doctor to 
carry on much higher Views than merely their own 
Advancement, which *twas likely he had himſelf in 
View, or the tendering him popular with a Party, 
gratefully repayed all the Pains Mr BA RB ER took 
to become ſubſervient to their Intereſt. 

Her Majeſty Queen Anne, ſoon after Doctor Sa- 


tioned, to change her Miniſtry. We are here giv- 
ng Memoirs only of. the Life of Mr Alderman Ba R- 


_ pole, and our Deſign to encreaſe theſe. Pages, by 
a Hiſtory of ſo well known, and by Muleiudes 


account for, ſome particulars in relation to the Fa- 


to a Man. 


This Change which engaged the Attention of all 
Europe, alarmed the high Allies, but pleiſe1 thoſe 


it moved * and was ejected by degrees ; 
| "CE 


0 Mr Alaerman Barr, = 17 


taken Notice of above, from his firſt Acquaintance 
| with Mr St Jobn, till we find Mr S, Jobn Lord 
, Viſcount Bol ate, and a Miniſter of State, 


the Doctor's Tryal, he avowed his Cauſe; opened 
on his Behalf whenever he came, and could properly 
put in a Word that might ſtrengthen the Opinion 


 cheverePs Tryal was over, began, as has been men- 
BER ; *twould therefore be foreign to _ Pur- * 


F ſo well remembered a Tranſaction ; however thus | 
much may be neceſſary to fay to Clear up, and 


vours he afterwards met with, that whoever came 
into the new Miſtry, was Mr Ba RBER'S,F rierd, 


who were not in the Intereſt of the drand Con ede- 
racy againſt France. It was not compleated at once; 


„ : LL. 
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jore through the Sollicitations and perſonal. Bene: 
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but however in the Iſſue it proved a thorough 
Change. The old Miniſtry were entirely diſplaced, 4 
and the Adminiſtration came as entirely into the 


Hands of a new one. 3 
This was the Day Mr Ban RBER dafired to FRY 8 


and he ſaw it, as he had a great Deal of Reaſon, 
with Pleaſure ; he had now a Set of Friends at the 


Head of Affais whom he was ſure of; and who | 
gave him a Lift which greatly enlarged his 
Proſpects. The Perſon amongſt theſe to whom he 
was moſt indebted for Favours afterwards conferred 


on him, was the late Lord Viſcount a>. 564 


who was ſtaunch on his Side, ſtood heartily 
him, and never gave over heaping Favouss. = 
him, or procuring them for «him, till he had ſet 
him above the World; and made a Man of him. 

*Twould be endleſs almoſt to recount, as well 
as uſeleſs, every particular Act of Kindneſs done 


by this Gentleman to the deceas'd Alderman, He 


owed to his Recommendation at firſt, and to his 


Influence afterwards, as many, and ſome of them 


as valuable Perquiſites if we may be allowed to call 


them Perquiſites, take them together, as fell to the 


Share of any one Man in his Station of Life, 
during the few Years that the late Lord Boling- | 
broke was a Principal in the Direction of the 
Councils of this Nation. 

Mr BarxBER was obliged to the late Lord 
Bolingbroke's Regards for him, to more Buſineſs, 
and of Courſe for a larger Encreaſe of Wealth, 
than he was to all the fortunate Accidents which 


g poured Wealth in upon him in the Year 17203 
jor tho* he got more Money at that madding Sea- 


ſon than ever he had got before, yet it was chief? 
ly to be attributed to what was done for him * if 


factions of the then Lerd Bolingbroke, that Be, 4 


: in a Condition to MAKE ule of that favourable? | 


niſtry was now very great; and 
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Opportunity when it preſented; and will p retty 


plainly appear to have been the Caſe if we may 


take the Alderman's own Word for a Detail of 


thoſe particular Obligations which he declared he 
lay under to his valuable Friend as he always cal- 


led him. | 


Thro' Mr 87 John's Intereſt with the Speaker of 


the Houſe of Commons, Mr BA REER came in for 
a Printer of the Votes; but when Lord Bolingbroke 
and Secretary of State he got him made Gazetteer; 
and Printer of the London Gazette; the Examiner and 
Mercator were both done at Mr BA RBER's Houſe; 
' beſides an almoſt innumerable Number of acciden- 
tal Pieces Which the Circumitances of thoſe Times 


gave riſe to; and all of them, in favour of the then 


Meaſures of Government; This. was the Time of 
Mr BARRBER'Ss Harveſt; and he made Hay whilſt 


the Sun ſhined ; tho* it would not be doing of 
him Juſtice, not to acknowledge that all the Time 
he was in Favour and employed by that Miniftry, 


he behaved in as handſome a Manner towards them 


ſelves and towards all their Friends, as any Man 
in his Circumſtances ever did or could do; he 


ſpent and lived like a Lord to pleaſe them; and 


7 


entered into every Meaſure he could think of, that 

might teſtify the grateful Senſe he had of the conti- 

nual Obligations conferred upon him. 
His Income thro* the Countenangiza 


only pri- 


vately made his Acknowledgments 7% paid his De- 


voirs to thoſe who were Principally the Cauſe of its 
being ſo; but he laid himſelf out to do them as 


much publick Service as he was capable of; and 


he proved a prevailing Agent in his Endeavours to 
Promote their general Intereſt. | 


Mr BarsBtr's Heartineſs and Zeal in the com- 


mon Cauſe, drew upon him ſtill greater Regards 
from thoſe whoſe Cauſe- it was that he had fo 
MS | | C23 _ arduouſly 


of the Mi- 


* 
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arduouſly engaged in; and he now received i 
a more diſtinguſhing Mark of their Eſteem, than 
any, or perhaps all, that had been given him 
before ; and even this he charged chiefly to the Ac- 
count of his good and great Friend, to whom. he 
was Debtor for many, for moſt of the beneficial 
Branches of. Buſineſs he was already in the Poſſel- 
"non of. 2 . 
This extraordinary Grant, came immediate- 
ly thro' the Hands of the Farl of Oxford 
and Mortimer, at that Time Lord High Treaſurer 
of Great Britain; but the Application for it to the 
Lord High Treaſurer on the Behalf of Mr Ba R- 
BER, was made by the late Lord Bolingbroke ; and 
their two powerful Interceſſions joined in a Requeſt Þ} 
to her Majeſty for the paſſing of 1t. = 
The Boon, thus applied for and thus procured, 
was no leſs than a Patent to Mr BARBER to be 
Queen or King's Printer, after the Expiration of 
that Patent Mr Baſket was, and is in the Poſſeſſion | 
of. Her Majeſty readily gave Way to their R- 
commendation, and the proper Orders were given 
for the making of it out in the accuſtomed 
Form; and for its paſſing the Seal accordingly. 
No Time was loſt; theſe Orders were executed 
with all the Expedition the Nature of the Affair 
would admit of. Strong Applications and great 
Intereſt were made againſt this reverſionary Grant to 
our Alderman from ſeveral Quarters; — by thoſe 
who envied him the Honour and the Profits of the 
Flace; ard particularly by thoſe who would have 
the latter of theſe eſpecially continue in the ſame 
Canal they had for ſo many Years rolled 
through. | „ 
But neither Money or Management would do, 
thoꝰ both were brought in, to aſſiſt the Diſappoint:- 
ment of Mr BA RBER; the Affair was thorowly can- 
vaſſed, ſtrongly oppoſed, but more ſtrongly ſup- 
8 | | ported. 


8 


+ 


es” wi e DD © 


. : TIA Laid A 2 3 
8 es FP 
* — 1 — I > « 
___— —_ , 


- 


AE kt ro, | Sh = Da 


' od 1H = Hu, 


\ 


h 


q 


'of Mr Alderman Ban. 21 
. Mr BazBzR knowing his Dependance, 


as not afraid of the Conſequence; and the Ive 
4 proved, that he judged right. 


The Paterit was compleated 3 when it had paſſed 


the Seals, *twas according to the Lord Treaſurer's 


Directions brought to his Lordſhip's Houſe in Zork- 


Buildings, and Mr BARBER had Notice to attend 


him there. He accordingly attended the next Morn- 
ing, where he met the late Lord Bolingbroke, Dr 
Swift, Arthur Moore, Eſq; who was then one of 
the Lords of Trade and Plantations, with ſeveral 
others of his Friends: Theſe congratulated him, 
and wiſhed him Joy of his good Succeſs; and 
were very merry with him, upon. his carrying his 


Point, againſt ſo many Enemies, and the various Ar- 


tifices and Attempts th-y had made Uſe of, to de- 


feat him, and prevent his doing ſo. 


In the Height of their 9 the Earl of Or- 
ford entered the Room, with the Patent in his 


 MHand; and after the common Addreſs was over, 
bis Lordſhip himſelf preſented it to Mr Barazn; 


BM with theſe remarkable Words, which ſhould always 


4D mn IE 
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be remembred to his Lordſhip's Honour Sir, 
hs the Lord Treaſurer, ſpeaking to Mr BARBER, 
the Importunity of my Friends, and your Merit, 


* were my only Motives to procure for you, what 
I now preſent to you; both had their Weight with 


the Queen . herſelf. Her Majeſty prefers Merit ta 
Fall other Conſiderations; and, whilſt I have the 


Honour of her Commands, PII endeavour to make 
it the Rule of my Conduct; Iam perſuaded you wilt 


allow, that it has been fo upon this Occaſion, when 


I aſſure you, Mr BA RRR R, that I have done that 
for you, for Nothing, which I could have had ſix 
thouſand Guineas to have done for another; but 


the Queen's Favours ſhall never be ſold, whilſt 


1 have any Influence in their Diſpoſal; and "ig 


my greateſt SatisfaCtior „that I can ſerve you, 
| * and 


- 1 oy 
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© and oblige my Friends by doing fo. I hope you 
may live to enjoy the Fruits of her Majeſty's 
« Goodneſs to you; and I don't doubt, but you will 
continue to act in a Manner, that may ſtill more 
« confirm her Majeſty in her good Opinion of you*. 
His Lordſhip then gave the Patent to Mr Bar- | 
BER, Who received it with great Submiſſion and 
Thankfulneſs; and immediately aid—* My Lord, 
< I never could or can deſerve ſuch a T eſtimony of 
her Majeſty's Regard; the Benefaction is inhanced, 
by the Manner of Conveying it. I receive che 
Royal Gift from the beſt and greateſt Man in 
< Britain; and I am fo far unable to expreſs the 
© orateful Senſe that I have of her Majeſty's and 
© your Lordſhip's Goodneſs to me, that I am hard- 
© ly able to ſpeak at all; but Jack BAR- 
© BER ſhall be JAck BARBER ill, and never 
forget the Obligations that he is under to the Day | 
of his Death; and if your Lordſhip won't take my 
Word, here's my Bail; turning to Lord Boling- | 
© broke, and other Friends about hun? 0 
The Laugh went round; they ſhook Hands and | 
parted. Lond Oxford and Lord Bolingbroke got into | 
their Chariots, and went to Court ; and, after hav- | 
ing returned Mr BA RRER“s dutiful Acknowledg- ö 
ment to her Majeſty in Form, Lord Oxford made 
her Majeſty very merry with the reſt of the Story; 
and the Queen, as ſhe often would, laughed very f 
| heartil y. | 
Our Alderman « was now upon his "SR ; Which, 
to do him Juſtice, he never broke. He always pre- 
ſerved a due Senſe of the high Obligation he lay | 
under to his Royal Benefactor, whilſt the Queen 
lived; and an Affection for the Memory of her late 
Majeſty Queen Aune, he perſevered in to the laſt; 
and when *twas no longer in his Power to do 


Duty, or 898 to the Earl of G or ſeveral of 


5 ; 


in 


TT 2 Mr | Alterman ans 
Ibis deceaſed Friends, he paid all the Honour to 


their Names, *twas in his Power to pay. 


The Night of this fortunate Day was devouted 
to communicate the Event; and to uſe his own 


Words, as near as we can remember them at this 
Diſtance of Time, he wet his Commiſſion, as he cal- 
led it, in as'agreeable a Manner, with as agree- 
able Company, as ever Man engaged. 


At this Period we may be allowed to look apon 


| Mr BA RB E R, at the Zenith he ever arrived at, du- 


zh Favour with every Gentleman in that Ad- 
miniſtration; and with every Gentleman, who was 
a Friend to it. Wealth flowed in a-pace upon hm; 
and the World, to uſe the common Expreſſion, 
went well with him; he rolled in Buſineſs, yet re- 


nag. the Miniſtry of the Earl of Oxford; he was 
S 


| velled in Pleaſures; he was every Way much higher 


and happier than he ever had any Reaſon to expect; 


| and yet all this was very far from what his good 
| Stars intended him, and Fortune had yet in Store 


for him: No, ſhe ſet him upon a much loftier 
Pinacle afterwards, to which ſhe mounted him by 


juſt Gradations, and not in a Moment of Time; 
ſo that he never grew giddy with the Height, or 
| was ever in any Danger, but once, of tumbling, 


or being tumbled down. He behaved with much 


Steadineſs; with a Sameneſs thro” every Stage of 
Life; and ſeemed at all Times fo judiciouſſy to 

regulate his Conduct by his Circumſtances, and the 
Situation he was in, as ſhewed much Preſence of 
38 Mind; and evidenced to Mankind, that he knew 


himſelf well ; was thorowly. Maſter of his Paſſions, 
could command his Temper upon all Occaſions; 
and was every Way qualified to diſcharge his Duty, 


and maintain his Ground, whatever Poſt might | 
W have been aſſigned him to act in. | 

But we are not yet to view him in his more ex- 
| altcd Station; we are rather to ſee him fall, before. 


he 


yl ROI © Oe RA Ie : 
— 
# 
: ” 3 
k 


a 
a 


Day was devouted to Buſineſs ; and during that 


24 The Like ; * Cdarither ) 


he riſes higher; and a Sort of a Check given & 
his Career, by a fatal Accident; a dreadful Bio 
to the Fortune of his Friends, eſpeeially by which - 
ſome of them were undone, and which had lie 
to have proved ruinous to them all. This gloomy 
Proſpect was occaſioned by the much lamented | 
Death of their Royal Miſtreſs, her late Majeſty 
Queen Anne. This ſad Event changed the Scene 
of a ſudden, ſtruck a Damp upon all cheir Spirits, 
and:threw a Cloud over their Sum ſhine. This was 
an Eclipſe ſome of Mr BANNER s Friends never 
came out of; but he himſelf appeared afterwards g 
with greater Luſtre than before. . 
However we ſhould not yet bring him to this 
misfortunate Period, which did not commence, till 
about two Years after his receiving his Patent; we 
are ſtill to view him in a much more advantageous "| 
Light, baſkin in the Sun-ſhine of miniſterial Fa- 

vour; himſelf a Favourite of the Sons of Fortune. 
And now, whether his Inclination and Duty might 
tally, or not, which. we ſban't pretend to determine, | 
he fo wholly gave himſelf up to the Dictates of his 
Supertors; and to oblige thoſe he had Obligations to, 
and farther Eꝛxpectations from, that he ſeemed to 
have no Views of his own to purſue, or Paſſions to 
indulge, but what he would readily make give Way 
to the Intereſt or Gratification of his Patrons; to 
whom he had entirely devouted himfelf, and made 
his Time, Day and Night, wholly ſubſervient to the 
3 of ey: Comimands, or aſſiſting their Plea- 
ſures | 

He was chi in the Viewer of his Years, all Alacri- 
ty and fall of Spirits; was equal to whatever the Girl 
or tae Gaſs could tempt him to; of a hail Conſti- 
tution, tho he often tryed it, rather than baulk his 
Friend or his Bottle: Theſe ſhared his Nights, the 


whole Adminiſtration he edicfl thak: divided his 
Time; 5 
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| Times; ſo that perhaps no Man, in ſo ſhort a Space, 


ever drank mote es tg than our late worthy AL | 
dertnan; but this was principally to render him- 
ſelf more ſociable to ſome Perſons, whom, he found, 
were obliged and pleaſed by ſuch Compliancies in 


him. 


And it may be as a- propos here, as any where, 
to give a coroborating Aſſurance, from the Alder- 


WW man's. own Lips, that the above is a true and 


genuine Repreſentation of his Behaviour at that 
Time; which, if neceſſary, could be ſupported by 


2 


| the Affidavit of a Gentlemati now living; we fay, 
as corroborating an Evidence of this, as the follow- 


ing Declaration of the Alderman's will ſupply us 
with. 

About a Yar or more after the Acceſſion of his 
late Majeſty King George the firſt, and the Diſſolu- 
tion of the former Miniſtry, ſome of whom were 
fled, the Lord Oxford in the Tower, and all diſplaced 
and diſperſed, Mr -BaRBER met an intimate Ac- 
quaintance, accidentally in the Street, when, after 
mutual Salutation, and an Enquiry about; each o- 


| thers Wellfare, Mr BARBER faid, © I am as well 


as I can be, conſidering the Diſaſter that has be- 
fallen both my Friends and myſelf, and ſuch a 
Set of Friends they were to me, that I believe no 
« Man ever had a better, and ſuch as I never expect 
© to have again; but they are gone, and 'tis now _ 
out of their Power to do for me what they intended 
to do; however, fays he, I have faved three thou- - 
* land Pounds, which I got by them; I ſpent a 


© thouſard Pounds with io and they owe me a 


* thoutandPounds, which, as they are out of Place, I 

* am not toexpect from them; and I heartily ſoi give 

tem that, and Godꝭ bleſs them. And immediate- 

ly added Tho? the Devil take them for mak- 

OS me ſpoil one of the beſt Conſtitutions, thi.t - 
5 e 
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* any Man upon Earth ever had, by keeping them 
Com pany.“ 

All this Time Mrs Manley was the domeſtic Fa- 
vourite ; tho? ſoon after the Demiſe of the Queen, 
he began to entertain an Eſteem for one, who ſuc- | 
ceeded at Mrs Manley's Death, which happened a | 
few Years after the former, to her Place in his 


. Houſe and Affection; who proved an excellent Ma- 


nager of his Affairs; faithful to her Truſt, and to 


the Confidence repoſed in her, and juſt to him to 
the aft Hour of his Life; all which appears, the 


Alderman was fully convinced of, by the large Ap- 
intment he has made for a Proviſion for her after 
is Deceaſe; who, during his Life, was Miſtreſs of 

his Houſe, and lived in a handſome ſumptuous Man- 

ner, ſuitable to his Opnlent Fortune, _ 
If Mr Baxzzr was greatly a Gainer by the 

Govern ment, and thoſe who were Friends to the 


Government during the four laſt Years of the Reign 
of her Majeſty Queen Anne, *tis certain, that he as 


much deſerved what he got, as perhaps any Man 
ever did, who was employed in the like Station. 
He made Uſe of all the good Senſe, Accuracy and 


Eloquence he was Maſter of, to argue the Cauſe of 


the Miniſtry, and bring People over to an Appro- 
bation of the then public Meaſures ; and a Diſlike 
of the Perſons and Proceedings of the former Mi- 
niſtry, wherever he came. Theſe were everlaſting 


Topics of Diſcourſe with him; by theſe he made 
m ny Profelites to his- Way of Thinking, and 


Friends to his Patrons z rendered himſelf popular; 
and became in ſo great Eſteem with the High Par- 


_ Ty; a8 it was called, that notany Man, to conſider il 
him in that Light, of his Condition in Life, thro“ 8 


the wholt City of London, was more truſted, or 


better beloved by that Side than himſelf. 


At the fame. Time his IL patch of Buſineſs, 
and the exact. Manner, in which every Thing 


" W. 


Return for their Kindneſs to him. 
IF truſted Mr BA RR E R, were ſure never to be betray'd; 
thoſe, who employed him, were ſure to be pleaſed; 
thoſe, who had any Manner of Expectations from 


contributed to make up 
| the Spring-Head's becoming dry; from whence he 
had, for almoſt four Years together, received the 


C ˙ LANE Ä 


e Mr Alderman Banner: | 
Was performed, that came to his Hands as a Printer, 
procured him a Reputation, at that Time of Day, 


ſuperior to that of moſt, if not all, the other Printers 
in Town; and this Vogue, which he was deſervedly 


in, was not only of great Advantage to him then, 


but ſo highly ſerviceable to him afterwards, that by 


| the continual Supplies, which on that Account chief- 
ly, crouded in upon him from all Sides, he had 


ſuch a conſtant Fullneſs of Buſineſs, as very much 
the Loſs he ſuſtained, by 


largeſt Benefits. | RO, 

But the Manner of his Behaviour, as we obſerved 
before, to every Man he had any Dealings with, 
could not fail of engaging them, for the Time to 
come, after the firſt Acquaintance, in his Intereſt. 
The Man who had once employed him, would al- 
ways employ him; he treated all Perſons, whom he 
had equal Expections from, alike: He humoured 
their Foibles, indulged their Taſte, entered into 
their Pleaſures, ſtudied their Paſſions, and always, 
if it would anſwer his End, joined them in the Gra- 
tifying their moſt prevailing Inclinations; by which 
Means he made his own, and the private Vices of o- 
thers, among the lower, as well as the higher 


| Claſs of Mankind, turn to his Advantage. 


And if Mr BAR BE Rs good Friends at the Helm 
were unalterable ſuch to him all the Time they 


continued there, he was as true and faithful to them; 


Juit to the Truſt repoſed in him; ſecret in whatever 
was committed to him in Confidence, and indefati- 
gable and unwearied in protnoting and furthering 
whatever might be of Service to their Affairs, in 
Thoſe, who 
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him, were certain that they ſhould not be difap- | 
inted. He behaved with great Integrity to his 
kn iends, when in Place; and when out of Place, 
when they were no longer able to behave to him in 
the beneficial Manner they had done, his Regard | 
for them was the ſame it ever had been; and he 
embraced every Opportunity that offered, .to ſhew | 
his Gratitude, and teſtify the juſt Senſe _ had .of 
his former Obligations to them. 
| Whilſt Mr BARBER's great Friends were Dos 
vourites at Court, - from the firſt of their becoming 
ſo, to the much mourned Death of their Royal Mts 
ſtreſs, all was Sun-ſhine, gay and gallant with our 
Alderman; he had good Upholders, was well ſup- 
lied with Buſineſs of the moſt profitable Sort; he 
Houriſhed; and grew richer and riches every Day. He 
was noted for keeping a good Houſe, and a very: | 
plentiful and a very elegant Table; and for having | 
| Reſort to his Houfe of the beſt of Company; and 
for being himſelf a facętious, and a very . 

ble Companion. 

But this Scene ſhifted | in the Year 17141 3 and Aa 
State of Things preſented, which ſeemed to look. 
with a threatning Aſpect upon Mr BazxBer, tho? 
with one much more ſo, as was experienced afterwards, 
upon ſome above him ; but. as we are not writting 
a Hiſtory of thoſe Times. but merely the Life of the 
late Alderman, we ſhall ſtrictly confine. ourſelves, 
and keep cloſe to our firſt Deſign, and not enter- 
upon Particulars relating to any Perſons or Facts, 
which are not neceſſary to be taken Notice of, for 1 
the rendering this Work compleat. = 
Bat conſiſtent even with this Reſolution we are obs | 
| liged to mention (though we ſhall do little more than 
juſt mention it) that the Hand which at this Time 
reduced their Soverign to an Equality with the 
Meaneſt of thoſe who had been her Subjects; 
and bad laid one of the bell of — as well 


1E 


„ as well: Queens in the Duſt, firack our Alderman 


with a Panick ; which as no leſs could be expect. 
ed, conſidering the Circumſtances of Affairs, it was 
ſome Time before he recovered from. 
He ſaw thoſe in much higher Stations of Life than 


imſelf; and who were much deeper as he imagined 
in the Secret of the Day, than he was let into, 


in a thorough Conſternation and greatly uneaſy; he 


then began to look back upon his own Conduct; 
and like a Sinner upon his Death-bed was frighten ; 


and thought, if he had done any thing amiſs, it was 


| | then high Time to repent. He began to fancy that 


to oblige thoſe he was under the higheſt Obligations 


i to, | OR he might have trained Matters A little 
too far 


and that if fo it was proper Time to look 
about him, when thoſe on whom he had his Depen- 


dance, as well as from whom he had his Expec- 


tations, were in a State of Uncertainty, and Con- 
fuſion; and were ſo little capable of defending 


; him, and of bearing him harmlefs, if he had gone 


ſomething too much out of the Way to oblige 
and ſerve them, that they ſeemed not to know what 
would become of themſelves ; or how they ſhould 
be behaved to, on Account of their own Conduct. 
Yet while under this Dilemma, and in the midſt 
of all his Diſquietude, and Uncertainty ; when he 
neither was or could be determined in any thing 


elde, he became abſolutely reſolved, and determined 


within himſelf ; that he would ſtand and fall if Occa- 
ſion required it, by his Friends; and that thoſe 


g who had been ſuch to him in the Time of their 


Proſperity, when his Patt was rather to receive than 


give, ſhould never have any Cauſe ro reproach 


him wirh deſerting ef them in the Day of Difficul. 


- Wry; as he had ſhared in their good Fortune, he 


layed it down with himſelf, as what he never would 
or indeed ever did depart from, that if it migjtit 


prove of any Service to them he would take his 


Part 
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N of their Sufferings and Share of their ill For- 
- tune 

A Conduct fo honourable al ſo r z and a 
Conduct he ſtrictly adhered to, gained upon the Af. 
fections of his F * — which was very great for hirn 
before; and eſtabliſhed ſuch a Reputation for him 
with all Men of Honour as wanted no Addition; 
or was ever added to till he came to act in a larger 
Sphere; and lay himſelf out in the Service, and 
for the Intereſt of the ever grateful Livery- men and 
Citizens of London. 

But the Time he was moſt capable to do this in, 
was an ra we are not yet arrived at; we muſt firſt 
trace him thro? a Series of Years and Tranſactions 
not yet ſpoken of, before we view him the Darling 
of the Citizens of London; and the moſt popular 
and beſt beloved Man who perhaps ever executed 
the Office of chief Magiſtrate of the ee of 
the Kingdom. 

Long before this came to be the Caſe, as it wat. 
by Degrees he arrived to and deſerved this, he 
was not without his Friends in the City; he was 
liked and of Courſe valued by the Liverymen of 
London from the Day he became one of their Num- 
ber, and even many Years before, that he was be- 
come acceptable with whomſoever of them he converſed; 
having thus his Friends in the City as well as the 
Court, the firſt publick Inſtance the Former gave 
him of their being really ſuch to him, was prefer- 
ing him to others who bid for it, and allowing him 
to become Purchaſer of the Place of City Printer; 
a Place of Honour and Profit, This he enjoyed 
many Years ; it coſt him five Hundred Pounds 5. 
and at the Time he quitted Bufineſs ; which was 
not *till after his being choſen Alderman, and his 
Return from Noyes, as ſhall be ſhewn in its nk 

ad 


£ = per Place; he ſold it for the fame Sum he 


& for it to Mr James, a well-known Printer in 
EE Litile-Britain y 


- 


— 


Mr Alderman Banzen. „ It. 


Little-Britain ; whoſe Widow: enjoys the Benefit of 


| it to this Day. 
But before we part with dur Lite Alderman i in 
the gayer Scenes of Life, we muſt view him in 
his Gaiety a little more than we have already done; 
and muſt have- one Joke with him ; but a Joke that. 


would not. be diſpleaſing to him, who laughed at 


it himſelf, tho? in Pain; and who loved a Joke, 


confining it to the proper Meaning of the Word 
enly, as well as any Man in Britain. 


The Effects of the Flaſk, high Living, conti- 


nual Entertainments, and other gallantries of Youth; 


diſcovered themſelves early in the Man, who ſeem. 


ed to be moſt happy when it was in his Power to 
pleaſe his Friends beſt: His complying Temper coſt 


him many a Pang; and the Gout attacked him ſeveral 


Years before he was under any Apprehenſions of its 
Approach ; this troubleſome Gueſt made him the: 


firſt Viſit before he was forty Years of Age ; and 
never failed to. renew the unacceptable Acquain- 


taince, ſuch common Intervals only excepted as is 
_afual for ſuch ſort of Viſitants to obſerve, till within 


a ſmall Time of his being out of the Reach of _ 
or Pleaſure on this Side of the Grave; tho? 


1s thought, and not unlikely, that it mig t bog 
him Company even to his laſt Moments; and was 


the principal Cauſe of bringing them on. 


But independant of that Part we return to our 
Story: Being in his more juvenile Years taken ill 


with the Gout, which he had then never had but a 


Fi it or two of before; and this Fit proving ſomething 


more violent chan the reſt, he was more conſtantly 
than formerly upon the like Occaſion viſited by the 
Doors; and one of theſe coming one Morning a 


little more early than ordinary to lee him; had nie 


do have been too quick for an agrecable Nurſe, who 


had taken Care of him the precedeing Night; the 


Ley had ag Time to make her t-ſcape, | with. 


1 | 
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her Paraphenalia in her Hands, whilſt the Doctor 


vas coming up Stairs; and ſtepping into her Slips. 


pers which ſtood the readieſt to receive her, forgot 


In her Fright her fine laced Shoes, which ſtood -4 


little more under the Bed. The Doctor being ad- 
mitted, as ill Luck would have it, eſpied theſe 


Appurtunances of the fair Fugitive's as he enter d 
the Chamber; however, takes no Notice of the 
Diſorder he was ſenſible his unreaſonable Viſit had. - 


occaſioned ; but fits down and talks to his Patient; 


who was far from being in any very great Extre- 


mity, his Pain having been for ſome Days upon 


the Abatement; and therefore he talked pretty 
chkearfully; and merrily, rather than otherwiſe to 


the Doctor; but yet ſeveral Times complained of 


his great Toe, and that all the Pain he had lay 
there; upon which, when the Doctor had comforted 
and heartened him up, with the Hopes of his being 
perfectly eaſy in a few Days; had preſcribed, and 
was juſt a going to take his Leave; he ſtoops and 
gets hold of the Lady's Shoes; and turning them 
about and viewing them, he ſays to his Patient:, 
Theſe are very pretty indeed; but, dear Sir! I 
don't wonder that you complain ſo much as you 


do of a Pain in your Toe, when you uſe yourſelf 
to ſuch narrow Toe'd Shoes as theſe are. The 
Joke did not prove diſagreeable; the Laugh went 


about, and the Doctor and his Patient were many 


Times afterwards very merry about it. 


But this ludicrous Relation, and the only one 
we have been particular in, or ſhall enter upon, tho? 
we have placed it here, we muſt not allow io to. 
break in upon the Part we digreſſed from, as not 

immediately to return to where we left off. The 
fatal Blow was now given by Heaven, which diſ- 


concerted all their Meaſures; and threw Mr Ba R- 


nx and his Friends as we have obferved into much; 
_ Pacertainty and Unca ineſs; but however diſaſtrous! 


that 
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Unt Event p proved to Dine of em, Fortune never 
forlock Mutz i ſhe followed him wherever he went, | 
and Succeis attended him in whatever he undertook; di 
which Way ſoever he turn'd him; and his Behavi- | 
Dur now, to thoſe who had ſerved him, but wer. 
no longer able to do it in the Manner they had 
done it before, was ſuch, was ſo honourable, ſo : 0 
2 teful, that Mankind in general thought that the 5 
| Kindnefſis he had met with were no more than he ö 
had deſerved; and ſeemed far from n of him 
any Benefits ariſing from theſe. 
When his Friends could no 1 ſerve him, he 
- endeavoured to ſerve them; and never gave over his 
Attempts, on their Behalf, whilſt he could in any 
Method be of Advantage to them, dureing their 
Difficulties, whatever Hazards he run, or Expence 4 
he was at; and tho' Things were now turning into * i 
another Channel than what they had run in, and : 
there was no Proſpect of any other, than a thorough 
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Change of both the Men and Meaſures made uſe of . 8 
during the laſt. four Years of her Majeſty's Life; | 
yet he never faultered; or ſeemed to helitate or wa- "A 


ver a Moment; tho' he had all the Reaſon in the 
World to belive. or rather be aſſured, that there _ 
would come on a fiery Trial; and be a ſtrict calling 0 1 
to an Acevunt, as it afterwards appeared; in which 
he could not pretend to know what might be his 
Caſe; or how it would fare with thoſe he had ad- 
hered to in the Time of their Proſperity; yet was 
| he bravely and honeſtly reſolved ſtill to adhere to 
them, be the Event to himſelf of doing ſo, what 
it would; and accordingly he openly avowed their 1 
Cauſe; dented himſelf till their faſt Friend; and 9 
28 boldly entergl, upon all Occaſions, both publick- : £ 
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ly and privatelP into the Vindication ant Defence of „ 
the former Miniſtry, and their whole Conduct, when e 
every Man of them was turned out; ; the Chiefs A 
17 accuſed of . and 4 Froc⸗ ecmicn BE 


| 24 i De Life and Character 


actually commenced againſt ſome; and he did not 
then know but that his Turn might have been next, 
upon the like Account; we ſay that in this dange- 
rous critical Juncture, (and to his Honour let it be 
remembered) our late Alderman behaved as undaunt- 
edly on the Behalf of his Friends in Affliction; and 
was as ſtrenuous and as open in their Juſtification of 
them, and their former Meaſures, as ever he had 
| been, when they had the Happineſs of their Sove- 
reign's Confidence and Eſteem ; and were in full 
Poſſeſſion of their Poſts and Power. 25 
This Behaviour of Mr BARBEROõ eſtabliſhed him 
in the good Opinion of all Men of Honour; efj 
cially of all thoſe who were Fayourers of the late 
Adminiſtration ; and gave him a Reputation with 
them, even preferable, to what he od till that 
| Time, enjoyed. A Reputation which proved mu- 
tually advantagious; and was of great Benefit to 
many, otherwiſe unfortunate Gentlemen, and to- 
bimſelf afterwards. . 

Things being turned upſide down, and Mr BAx- 
BER without any farther Expectations, but what 
were ugly ones, from the Government, applied him- 


ſelf with his uſual Attention to the common Buſi- 


neſs of his Printing-Houſe, where he found Em- 
ployment enough; his political Proſpects, as he ap- 
prehended, were all terminating apace; and he be- 
came once more, as he ſaid, a mere Printer. | 
But in this, he was not "altogether right in his 
Conjectures; for, if he was no longer to be con- 
cerned for the Gentlemen in the Miniſtry, he ſoon 
found himſelf engaged with thoſe who oppoſed their 
Proceedings; 3 fo that Politicks became again his 
Province alinoſt as much as ever it had been, when 
e briends directed thoſe of this Nation, and never 
made any * of letting him into che Secret of 


Tic vor 
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And the Staff being now out of the Hand able to 


otect him, whatſoever Lengths he has gone on 


rok Behalf, he had his Rebuffs; as there are, or 


ever were, few Men but who meet with more or 
leſs of theſe, if they venture to enter the Liſt, how 
much ſoever Truth and Juſtice may be on their 


Side, againſt him who wears the Sword; has Pow- 


er on his Side, and may when he pleaſes, at leaſt 
whilſt ſurrounded with Fanizaries and a Banditti, 
draw down the ſecular Arm to aid a bad Cauſe, or 
diſtreſs him who dares be ſo honeſt as to appear on 


the Behalf of a good one. 


Mr BARBER in the Couiſe of his Buſineſs, was 


not wholly a Stranger to a Serjeant at Arms; or 
an Uſher of the Black Rod; but he was not fo well 
acquainted with the Greyhound, and yet this was a 

ſtate Impliment he had Dealings with, after he had 
done concerning himſelf with the Preſs ; he was 
_ obliged to come within View of one of theſe; but 


the Perſon who had. it at that Time, immediately 
under his Direction, by his gentlemanly Behaviour 
during the Courſe, which was not very long; and 


by the mutual Civilities which upon that Occaſion 


paſſed between them; made the Whole prove rather 


Matter of Amuſement in the Iſſue, than any real 


Concern to him, as will appear in its proper Place. 


But to be a little more explicit; It cannot be 


a Surprize to any Gentleman, who is not wholly 
unacquainted with the Nature of thoſe Affairs, that 
a Perſon ſo much concerned as Mr BA RB ER, for 
many Years was, with Perſons who oppofed an Ad- 


miniſtration which Mr BA RRE R had no Intereſt 


in, but ſo far from it, that he had no Affection 
for them; and of Conſequence, it could have but 


little for him; we ſay, it can be no Wonder that the 
| Adminiſtration which took place at the Beginning 


of his late Majeſty's Reign, ſhould not receive with 


Complacency what came to the World through a 
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a Canal which had for ſome. Years before, been TY | 
ways open, and chiefly, if not only, to what was 
judged to be inconſiſtent with their Intereſt, for 
the publick to be made acquainted with. i 
And yet (to do an oppolite Side Juſtice, as well as 
to pay deſerved Regard to his own Prudence and 
Judgment) but a ſmall Part of this Sort of Treat- 
ment even in thoſe dubious Times, fell to our Al- 
derman's Sharge ; whether Miniſterial Tyranny, was 
not come to that Height, which has been talked of 
in ſormer Days; or which it may perhaps in future 
Times arrive at, we cannot determine; but it is cer-. 
tain he lay but very ſeldom liable to the Laſh ; 
and whenever he did, he always behaved in ſo hap- 
py judicious a Manner, that he preſerved his Princi- 
pal; kept him ſecret, whom he had promiſed to 
keep ſecret 3 and yet faved himſelf. 
No Man concerned with him, could ever 3 
bim of making any Diſcoveries, which he had 
not given him free Leave to make; and yet in all 
thoſe Times of Difficulty he took Care both of 
himſelf and his Author; fo that he he never ſuffer- 
ed a Proſecution, but what he baffled in the Iflue ; 
or ever let an Author be knoyn, but who deſired 
to be known, as not being either aſhamed or afraid 
of being ſo. | 
Thus true to the Truſt repoſed in him; grateful 

and jutt to his Friends; and not, afraid of his Ene- 
mies; reſpected and valued by all whom dealt with 
him, he carried on a large extenſive Trade; grew - 
into Eſteem throughout the City; and popular in the 
Ward where he lived his old Friends loved him; 


and he was making new ones every Day; his 


Wealth encreaſed, and of Courſe his Influence; and 


in about the Year 1719, be was looked upon to 
have a very good Share in ten thouſand Pounds; 
and yet no Man ſeemed to grudge him what he 
had got; he had all along 0 np to the genteel 


handſome 
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handſome Manner of Behaviour, be at firſt ſet out 
with; lived as gentlemanly pleaſurable a Life, as 


moſt Men in the City, and took as much Delight 


as ever he had done in obliging and being ſervice- 
able to his Friends. K 


In theſe agreeable Circumſtances, in this happy 


Situation, a new Proſpect opens to his View; and 


he that had long been the Favourite of F ortune, 
ſill proves a Darling. 


The Year 1720 came on : A Year which 0 ma- 


ny have cauſe to deplore; ſo few to remember with 


Pleaſure; but among thoſe few, thoſe very few, our 
Alderman was one. He ventered in the grand 
Lottery; took Part in the univerſal Chance of the 
Day; and riſqued the chief Part of all that he was 
Worth i in the World at once. He truſted almoſt 
his All, in one Bottom in a dangerous Sea, but made 
à moſt ſucceſsful Voyage; tho* thouſands were 
ſhipwreck*d and undone, who had no more Rocks 
or Shoals, or any. greater Hazards to run, than 
himſelf, — One Teſtimony which might be added 
to the many Thouſands which have already been 
given, to the Juſtneſs of Mr Dryden's Obſervation, 
in thoſe cutious Lines, if we don't make them other- 
wiſe for want of a right Recollection. 


The HAP have whole Days, and thoſe they USE, 
The UxHAPP v have but Hours, and thoſe by LOOSE . 


Circumſtances which vali certainly make a wide 
Difference in the general Account of humane 


Life. 


We have now brought our Alderman as forward | 


as the Year 1720; a fatal Year to Thouſads; but a 
very fortunate Year to him; and in which he accu- 
mulated much more Wealth than he had been able 
to attain- to, thro? a long Courſe of Vears, and by 
much 3 and Diligence before, Fortune gave 


* 


him 
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38 We Life and Character 
him a Lift at once; ſhe took him by the Hand, and 
guided him thro? thoſe Labyrinths and Intricaeies 
not only with Safety, but - Succeſs, wherein ſuc h 
Multitudes were bewildered and loſt, + 
Tis well known, that in the Year 1720, Mr 


BARBRR got upwards of thirty Thouſand Pounds by 


the public Stocks, and chiefly by the extraordinary 
riſe of South-Sea Stock; which he was ſo lucky, as 
to have laid the moſt conſiderable Sums he was 
Maſter of in the World, out in, ſometime before 
che South-Sea Scheme took Place; and, of Courſe, 
before that Stock began to riſe at all. But Mr 
BARBER was not only ſucceſsful for himſelf; but 
for his Friends too, many of whom being abroad, 
and ſome of them incapable of coming with Safety 
to their own Country, committed the Management 

of their Affairs here, to him; and very large Com- 
, miſſions for both buying and ſelling of Stock he re- 

ceived from foreign Parts, which he executed highly 
to the Satisfaction and Advantage of thoſe, whom 
he acted in Truſt for; and ſo much was the gene- 
ral Opinion of his Acquaintance in Favour of Mr 
BARBER'Ss Judgment as well as Juſtice at this 
Time, that many of them gave him full Power, as 
he was upon the Spot, to behave in Relation to their 


rat Stocks, juſt as. he ſhould think proper; without 


© ftaying for any freſh Orders from them, and as he 
would do, were the Stocks his Wm. e 
By theſe Means he gained ſeveral very large Sums 
for his Friends ; and thereby he had a very great 
Quantity of ready Money, all that Time, at Com- 
mand; which he made ſo profitable a Uſe of, for 
both himſelf and them, as was highly beneficial to 
both, and which neither one or the other -could 
have made, without ſuch a mutual Confidence in, 
and Allknce-o em d EIETE TS: 
Thus with much Reputation to himſelf, as well 
as Advantage, he added to the Fortunes of his ab 
5 N . ſent 
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ſent Friends; and had the Pleaſure to ſee the En- 
largement of that Wealth they had committed to 
his Care, accompanied with an Encreaſe of his own m 
Eſtate; and we take upon us to affirm it, as what 
may be depended upon for Truth, that ſome Per- 
ſons who entruſted: Mr BA RRE R with the Manage- 
ment of their Stocks and Money, were enriched by 
his juſt and judicious Conducting of their Affairs, 
in this one Year only, to above three Times what 
they were before worth in the World; and, as this 
fell to their Lot, fo it fell to his own; and we might 
in the Year 1720, have viewed him in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of a more opulent. Fortune, by the Chance of 
the Times (if we may be indulged the Expreſſion) 
than, conſidering the Blow given him by the Death 
of the Queen, he could have had any reaſonable 
Hopes, or probable Proſpect of ever being able to 
acquire, thro? the longeſt Series of Application and 
Tears, which were likely to come within the Com- 


pak of his Experience. + 


Not any Man of his Acquaintance envyed Mr 
BA RRE R his Acquiſitions z for what he got, he got 
-honourably. . And *twas well known at that Time, 
and ſhould be recorded to the Advantage of his 
Name and Memory, that he acted with the ſtricteſt 
Integrity and Juſtice by all who truſted him; that 
he did the beſt, and made the moſt for theſe, that 
he was able to do; and that to ſome of them he paid 
ſeveral Thouſand Pounds, after they were fully ſatis- 
.fied with the Profits they had received, and many 
Months after they could have any Reaſon: to ima- 
.gine, that there was another Shilling to be ex- 
pected; fo that, for ſome Time, there were thoſe, 
who were more ready to believe, that thoſe Sums 
were Preſents to them from himſelf, than what they 
had any legal Right to, *till Mr BARE R made 
appear to them, how their Right aroſe. 1 
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This agretable Addition to our Alderman's 


Circumſtances began to make him abate of his At- 
tention to Trade; and he now tirſt thought of lei- 


ſening his own Fatigue, by entrufting a Perſon ' 


'more with the Management of his Printing-Houte, 


than he had done before ; his more domeſtic Con- 


cerns were in the Hands of the Lady we have al- 
ready mentioned; whom as has been ſaid, and as will 
be taken more Notice of, proved a good Steward; 
and to whoſe Worth the Alderman, thro* Lite and 


at Death, paid diſtinguiſhing Marks of his Regard. 


That Influence, which is the conſtant Concommi- 
tent of Wealth, began to appear on the Side of 


Mr BARBER in the City; particularly in the 


Ward he lived in. He was more courted and va- 
lued nearer Home than he had been; and as his 


Views were enlarged with his Fortune, ſo he had 


now more Leiſure as well as Inclination to propa- 


gate an Intereſt of a different Kind to what he had 


ever attempted to cultivate before; he  converſed 


with his Neighbours, and the leading Men of the 


City, more than he had done; and made Uſe of 
every Occaſion he could lay hold of, to render 

himfelf acceptable to them, and make them his 
Friends; he was never known to be ſparing of his 
Money, when Money could forward any Deſign 
he might have in View; and therefore he ſcrupled 
no Expence to gain an Intereſt, he was determined, 
in a future Day, to make his own Advantages of. 
And it was not long after this before an Oppor- 
tunity offered to try how far he had gained upon 
the Affections of ſome of thoſe he had been recom- 
mended himſelf to the Acceptance of; a Vacancy 


| happening in the Court of Aldermen by the Death 


of the Alderman of Caſtle-Banard Ward, In 1722, 
Mr BARBE R became a Candidate to ſucceed him:; 
and was choſen with much leſs Oppofition than he 
expected to meet with; and the Latter was owing 


partly 


— 


Gy 
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partly to Accident; and partly to his c own Manage- 


ment. 

Mr Ladbroks the Diſtiller, and a near Ne to 
che Gentleman who is now become Alderman, in 
the Room of Mr Alderman BARBRR deceag'd, 
happened, at that Juncture, to be at a Diſtanee 
from London, which prevented an Application to 
the Electors, as was intended, on his Behalf; and 


which, if it could have des made, it was then 
generally believed, would have proved an effectual 


Diſappointment to Mr BarBer ; but the Election 
coming on, and Mr Ladbroke out of Town, our 
Alderman carried the Day ; and got a Seat in a 


Court ; he was many Ways greatly as to 


his F ellow Citizens in, afterwards, 


Tho? this fortunate Incident did not more con- 


tribute to his Succeſs, than his readily adjuſting. 


ſome Differences which had for ſome Time ſub- 
ſiſted between the famous Mr Mit, Printer, and 

as *tis faid, now and then Author of a well-known 
Weekly Paper, called Miſt's and afterwards Fog's 
Journal; both which, with the ns an: is now 


no more. 


The Diſpute” between them was, as raciſt Diſ- 
putes between Tradeſmen are, about Money; 


Mr Miſt claimed fifty Pounds for Trouble and Ex- 
N he faid, he had been at in ferving 


r BARBER; which our Alderman did not think 


was fo fully his Due as Mr MA inſiſted upon it, 


it was; and therefore the Payment of this Sum 


had been denied and delayed. Mr Mz thinking 


this a proper Juncture to make good his Claim, 
when Mr BA REBER ſent to him to appear on his 
Behalf, he not only abſolutely refuſed joining with 


Mr Ba RBER'S Friends, but let Mr BARBE R know, 


that if the fifty Pounds were not inſtantly paid, he 


all 
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all the Intereſt he had 'in the Ward to prevent his 
being choſen. 
Mr Miſt was at that Tine: in much Vogue; and 
in Favour with the Side Mr BA RBER had his De- 
pendance on for the ſupporting of his Election; and 
he ſoon became ſenſible that he might be able 10 
do him conſiderable Damage, by dividing thoſe, 
who had the Ball before them ; and from whom, if 
they acted in their united Capacity, none were able 
to carry it away; he therefore thought it wiſeſt 
and beſt to make Matters up with Mr 4; and 
ſtop his Hand; for he had begun to ſhew that he 
would be as good as his Word; having actually 
ſet the Preſs to work upon the Bills he poke of; he 
therefore ſent him the Money that very Night, and 
the Affair was inſtantly adjuſted to each others Sa- 
tisfaction; Mi became as ſtrenuous and hearty for 
him, as he otherwiſe would have been inveterate a- 
gainſt him; their former Amity was renewed ; and 
they continued to converſe not only with great 
Freedom, but Affection, till the Death of Mr Mi ie 
_ diſſolved the Acquaintance. 5 
The Election going, as we have obſerved, in 
Mr BARRRE Rs Favour; and which *twas thought 
it had not then done, had Mr Ai perſiſted in 
his Oppoſition to him; we are now to view him 
in a Point of light ſuperior to any we have ſeen him 
in beiorez and taking a large Step towards that yet 
more exalted Station which we ſhall be 1 to 
view him in by and by. | 
Being ſworn in Alderman of Caftle-Baynard 
Ward, and taken his Seat in the Court of Alder- 
men accordingly, he almoſt wholly diſengaged 
| himfelt from the Buſineſs of Printing; tho? it was 


carried on upon bis Account; and he did not quit 


bis Property in the Printing- Houſe and upon Lam- 
beth-Hill till he had been ſome Years abroad; and 
was come home again. 5 

However 


*. 


* 
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However the Alderman finding his Conſtitution, 


as he apprehended declining, took the Advice of his 


Phyſicians, and was for going to [aly for the 
Recovery of his Health; accordingly therefore ſome 
little Time after he was choſen Alderman he ſettled | 
his Affairs; and committing the Care of his Houſe” 
to the Perſon, who had for ſome Years. had the 
"2. of it, as has more than once been mention- 
ed; and his Printing Buſineſs to the Management 
of one Mr Wright, who had ſerved his Time to 
him; he embarked for Naples; where after a plea- 
_ fant Voyage, he arrived in Safety. 

The Alderman being ſtill City. Printer, and 
having a very large Share of other Buſineſs, as a 
Printer, carrying on at his Houſe, thought proper, 
notwithſtanding the good Opinion he had of Mr 
Wright, for both Capacity and Integrity, to pro- 
cure and appoint two Friends, whoſe Worth he was 
well acquainted with, to inſpect his Affairs, and be 
aiding to Mr Fright in the Execution of his Truſt; 
by which Means every Thing was directed to his 
Satisfaction, whilſt they continued to be mutually 
engaged for his Intereſt. 

It perhaps may be expected by thoſe, who re- 
member the Affair, that we ſhould take Notice of 
an Accident which fell out here in the Way of his 
Buſineſs, whilſt he was beyond Sea; and therefore 
we do it, and the rather, becauſe 'tis the only one 
of the Sort worth taking Notice of. 

The Managers for the Alderman had undertaken 
the Printing "of a fine Edi ition in Quarto, of the 
Works of of the famous Duke of Buckizgham, Fa- 
ther to him lately deceaſed; in which were ſome Pieces 
never printed before; which, as it proved, were in 
their Way of conſtruing of them, thought to bear 
1 upon ſome Perſons then in Power; to reflect 
on one of preat Dignity preſent, and be too much 
in Favour of another who was abſent. 8 
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This Work being finiſhed, a Perſon of Diſtinc- 
tion deſired to be obliged with a Sight of it before 
Publication, which they were obliged in accordingly; 
when, being a little too ungarded in expoſing of 
it to Friend and Foe, the offenſive Parts came to 
the Knowledge of the Miniſtry, before Publications 
and the whole Impreſſion was ſeized by the King's 
Meſſengers, to the Surprize and Loſs of the Proprie- 
tors. As it had not been diſperſed to the Publick, 


no Proſecution was ordered; but the Impreſſion, alf. 


ter ſuffering a Caſtration (a Loſs in that Caſe, as 


well as others, which was not to be repaired) was 


returned for the Owner, to make the moſt of, 
The Alderman was at Paris, and ſome other 
Places in France, and in ſeveral Parts of Italy, be- 
fore he came back to England; but the Place he 
chiefly and longeſt reſided at, was Naples; there 
was his delightſome Abode, and he always ſpoke 
of it with the utmoſt Satisfaction and Pleaſure ; he 
would often repeat it, that Tah might well be called 
the Garden of the World, and Naples the Garden 
EE | 5 

This fine Climate, this Paradiſe of Sweets and 
Delights, as the Alderman would often call it, 
proved an excellent Phyſician to him; he perfectly 
recovered his Health; and in a little more than 
three Years, be brought back with him a renewed _ 
Conſtitution. 4 rs. 
Whilſt abroad, he made a very pretty Collection 
of Pictures; not a large or a very expenſive one, 
yet by good Judges who have ſeen it, ſome 
of them have been reckoned to be very valuable 
and curious. 85 „ 5 
The Alderman lived very handſomely abroad; 
but, for the Sake of his Health, rather retiredly 
than otherwiſe; tho? not ſo privately, but that he 
kept up a gentecl Correſpondence with the 3 
e 6 
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and others, whilſt at Naples; and was ſo happy, as 
to render himſelf acceptable to all Men of Senſe, 
and Perſons of Diſtinction, with whom he con- 
verſed. 

Several Tales and idle Reports were ſpread hare, 


and no little Pains taken to gain Credit to them, 


of an Exchange of Civilities, and of ſome Favours 
between, not only ſome of the unhappy Gentlemen 
belonging to the Chevalier de St George and our late 
. Alderman, but even between him and the Chevalier 
himſelf; but as we called them idle Reports, fo 


they proved ; for whatever might be ſuggeſted, not 
any Thing of that Nature, upon the ſtricteſt En- 


quiry, and his Examination, on his Arrival here, 
could be fixed upon him; fo as to effect either 
his Liberty or Property ; and much leſs what was 


ſaid to be aimed at, by thoſe who were the firit 


common Reporters « of the Rumour, his Life; 


for which Reaſon it muſt at leaſt be allowed, chat | 


if he any Share in the Intercourſe talked of; 


he had behaved in a Manner, which had placed 


1 Diſcovery out of the Reach of his er Ga and 


ſhewed a Policy ſuperior to their W atchfulneſs and. 


Cunning. 


But what argued more NNE his being inno- 
cent of the Charge brought againſt him, on this 


Head, than any thing we 'have yet advanced, 


was his Behaviour, when he propoſed to come 


back to his own Country; which we ſhall now 
give the Particulars of; with the Reaſon for his 
returning at leaſt a Year before he was expected. 

The Gentlewoman, whom we have named for 
Governeſs of his Houſe, in his Abſence; and who 


certainly had his Intereſt at Heart, full as 


much as could be deſired, or wiſhed for, made 
ſome Diſcovery in nen to his Aflairs; which 


the perſwaded herſelf he would be very glad to be- 
come acquainted wich; and would be much tor hits 


Ad- 
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Advantage to be ſo; upon which ſſie reſolved to 
o over to the Alderman, herſelf; and according- 
o making but very few privy to her Dcfign, ſhe 
embarked for taly ; and arrived fafe at Naples 
much to the Satisfaction of him, for whoſe Inte- 
reſt ſhe had run the Dangers of the Ska. 
The State of his Affairs- at Home, as repreſent- 
ed to him by this Gentlewoman, made the 4lder- 
man determine upon a ſpeedy Return to Britain 
and he gave Orders for the proper Preparations to be 
made for his Voyage, and Journey Home; but in 
order to make the World ſenſible that he had been 
injuriouſly treated, and abuſed by malicious Stories, 
and falſe Reports, of his having carried on a Cor- 
reſpondence abroad contrary to the Laws of his 
Country, we hear that he took Care to acquaint 
the Britiſh Miniſter at Paris, about a Month be- 
fore he ſet out, of his Deſign to return Home; let- 
ting him know, what Day he propoſed to em- 
bark, and where in England he intended to land. 
Purſuant to this Notice, and undoubtedly conſi-. 
ſtant with the Duty he owed his Maſter, and his 
watchful Care of his Majeſty's Affairs, the Britifo 


Ambaſſador at the French Court, the next Day dif- 


patched an Expreſs to Whitehall, we are told, with 
an Account of the Advices he had received from 
the Alderman; who conſcious, ? tis ſaid, of, his own _ 
Innocence, and that it was not in the Power of ..-. 
his Enemies, if he had any, to make out any 

Charge of Guilt againſt him; was determined to 

make his coming home, as publick as poſſible; ſo 
that if his Country was determined to enter into a 
Diſcuſſion of what common Fame, which is often 
a common Slanderer, had laid to his Door, he 
would furniſh the Means of any Examination of 
his Conduct to be as open, as early, and as free, 
from Diſguiſes as it was in his Power to render it; 
which, had he been guilty, he one] would 
= have 
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have endeawoured to have concealed 3 and eſpecially 


chat part of his Conduct for which, ſome had pre- 
tended, he ought to be called to an Account. 


The Alerman kept to the Rout he had laid 
down, and his Time of coming Home, as near 
as Winds and Waves would give him Leave, 


which he had acquainted the Britih Miniſter with z 
and upon his Landing at Dover, he was met by 


one of the King's Meſſengers, with a Warrant from 


the Secretary of State to take him into Cuſtody z 
conſidering what had been faid, this was no more 
than what might well be expected to happen; 
no more than what a Miniſter concerned for his 
MNMlaſter's Honour, would readily adviſe to; but the 
Event ſhewed, that the Suſpicions which gave riſe 
to ſuch a Procedure againſt the Alderman, 


however grounded, were falſe, and not to 


be ſu pported by Facts; not any Evidence appear- 
Ing againſt him, or Papers found upon him when 
he was taken, which could ſupport the Suggeſtions 


and falſe Aſſertions of thoſe, who ſeemed willing to 


make a Merit of accuſing bim. 
Our Alderman was a Prize which fell ſolely 
to the Share of Mr Crew the Meſſenger ; who was 


ſo fortunate as to come up with him, immediate- 
ly upon his Landing ; Mr Crew uſed him in the 
moſt Gentleman-like Manner; and yet, as he ought, 

did his Duty. He ſearched his Pockets and examin- 
| td his Baggage very carefully; and the Alderman 


aſlſiſting his Enquiry, gave him Poſſeſſion of all his 


Papers; Mr Crew treated the Alderman like a Man 
of Honour, and might be ſaid to accompany, ra- 


ther than have him in Cuſtody ; when he had ſe. 


cured his Papers, the Alderman was upon his Pa- 
role, and ſo much at Liberty to do as he pleaſed, 
and go when he pleaſed, that he could not properly 


be faid to have been a Priſoner an Hour. This 
7 * NN A of bim 28 85 the ee made the 
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Affair rather Matter of Amuſement to the Alder-- 
man, than an Uneaſineſs; he behaved like him- 
ſelf to his Guide, as he called him; and always 
ſpoke of Mr Crew s Behaviour to him with much 
Pleaſure. . | 
They came to London, and the Court being then 
at Windſor, drove thither the ſame Day; and the 
next Morning the Alderman went in a Chair to 
attend the I ord Viſcount Townſbend, who was then 
Secretary of State; and by whoſe Warrant he was 
taken into Cuſtody, 
The Alderman's Papers had been delivered, at 
the Secretary's Office, the Night before; and of 
_ Courſe examined; ſo that when he came himſelf, 
the Affair was ſoon over ; in about a Quarter of an 
Hour the Lord Townſhend diſmiſſed him; the Meſ- 
ſenger was diſcharged of his Priſoner; and four 
Gentlemen of well- known Characters and Fortune, 
becoming Security for the Alderman's Appearance 
to anſwer any Charges which might be exhibited 
againſt him, my Lord wiſhed him Joy of his ſafe Ar- 
rival, and parted with him with greatgood Natureand 
Complaiſance ; and thus this Muſhroom Matter, 
like Fonab's Goad, which ſprung up in a Night, and 
periſhed in a Night, might ſerve, for any thing 
we know to the contrary, a preſent Turn; but it 
8 no farther; and the Alderman heard no more 
of it. | 
Being now at Leiſure for his private Affairs, he 
ſoon made a very conſiderable Alteration in them; 
for he did not entirely quit Buſineſs, as we hinted 
before, till his Return from Laly; but then, he 
ſhaked Hands with it; parted with his Printing- 
Houſe ; and diſpoſed of his Plate of City-Printer-z 
and he ſeemed ſo ſenſible that he had been able to 
do theſe, ſo much more to his Advantage, by 
being at Home, than he poſſibly could have done, 
had he ONE abroad; that it ſettled him in ot ; 
8 


of Mr Alderman BAR BER. 
good Opinion of, and eftabliſhed his Regards for 
the Perſon, who ventured upon an Element ſel- 


| dum agreeable to the Fair Sex, chiefly in View of 


perſuading him to come and take Care of that In- 


| tereſt, which, as ſhe apprehended, no other Perſon 


was able of taking ſo much Care of, as himſelf. 
Being upon the Head Printing, we may as well 


mention it here as afterwards, tho* it was a Tran- 


_ faction, which did not take Place, till a few Years 
before the Alderman's Death. When he wholly 
gave up every other Intereſt in the Printing Way, 


he reſerved the Reverſion, given him by her Ma- 


* n Anne, oi. Mr Baſket's Patent for being 


s Printer, tho* he was afterwards prevailed 


upon to part with it on Conſiderations, which 


convincingly proved, that what the Lord High 
Treaſurer Oxford had ſaid upon preſenting of it to 
him, was true; and that his Friends, who had en- 


.gaged his Lordſhip to do him that Piece of Ser- 
vice, deſigned him an Emolument, which ſhould 


become ſufficient Proviſion for him, had he had no 
other Buſineſs, but the Produce of that, to have 


depended upon. 


\ 


- 


And now we are to conſider him above his Bu- 


neſs, leaving off Trade, and exchanging the Houſe 
he had carried it on in, for others more ſuitable 
to the Station, Providence had Placed him in; and 
more equal to cs het an Alderman of the chief 


City of the Kingdom, and who had in View the 


chief Magiſtracy of the City, ought to maintain. 

From Lambeth-Hill our Alderman removed to a 
Houſe fronting the Fields, at the upper End of 

| Queen's-Square, Ormond- Street, which Houſe he pur- 


chaſed. This was the Place of his Reſidence in 
Town. The Houſe is well ſituated, has a fine Pre- 
ſpect, thro* the · opening of tlie Square? towards 
Hampſtead and e and the Alderman uſed to 


4 
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Affair rather Matter of Amuſement to the Alder- 


f it. 


man, than an Uneaſineſs; he behaved like him- 


ſelf to his Guide, as he called him; and always 


ſpoke of Mr Creuꝰs Behaviour to him with much 


Pleaſure. 


They came to London, and the Court being She | 


| at Windſor, drove thither the ſame Day; ; and the 


next Morning the Alderman went in a Chair to 
attend the 1 ord Viſcount Townſhend, who was then 
Secretary of State z and by whoſe Warrant he was 
taken into Cuſtody. 

The Alderman's Papers had been delivered, at 
the Secretary's Office, the Night before; and of 
Courſe examined; ſo that when he came himſelf, 
the Affair was " So over; in about a Quarter of an 


Hour the Lord Townſhend diſmiſſed him; the Meſ- 


ſenger was diſcharged of his Priſoner z and four 
Gentlemen of well- known Characters and Fortune, 
becoming Security for the Alderman's Appearance. 
to anſwer any Charges which might be exhibited 

againſt him, my Lord wiſhed him Joy of his ſafe Ar- 

rival, and parted with him with greatgood Natureand 
Complaiſance; - and thus this Muſhroom Matter, 


like Fonab's Goad, which ſprung up in a Night, and 


periſhed in a Night, might ſerve, for any thing 


we know to the contrary, a preſent Turn; but it 


went no farther ; and the Alderman heard no more- 


Being now at Leiſure for his private Affairs, he 


ſoon made a very conſiderable Alteration in them; 
for he did not entirely quit Buſineſs, - as we hinted 
before, till his Return from ah; but then, he 

ſhaked Hands with it ; parted with his Printing- 


Houſe ; and diſpoſed of his Plate of City-Printer; 
and he ſeemed ſo ſenſible that he had been able to 
do theſe, ſo. much more to his Advantage, by 
being at Home, than he poſlibly could have done, 


had he continued abroad that it ſettled him 1n his 


. 


| good Opinion of, and eftabliſhed his Regards for 
the Perſon, who ventured upon an Element ſel- 


dom agreeable to the Fair Sex, chiefly in View of 


perſuading him to come and take Care of that In- 


tereſt, which, as ſhe apprehended, no other Perſon 


was able of taking ſo much Care of, as himſelf. 


| Being upon the Head Printing, we may as well 5 
mention it here as afterwards, tho' it was a Tran- 
faction, which did not take Place, till a few Years 


before the Alderman's Dcath, When he wholly 
gave up every other Intereſt in the Printing Way, 


he reſerved the Reverſion, given him by her Ma- 


jeſty Queen Anne, of. Mr Baſket's Patent for bei 

King s Printer, tho' he was afterwards prevailed 

upon to part with it on Conſiderations, which 
convincingly proved, that what the Lord High 


Treaſurer Oxford had faid upon preſenting of it to 


him, was true; and that his Friends, who had en- 
_ aged his Lordſhip to do him that Piece of Ser- 
vice, deſigned him an Emolument, which ſhould 


become ſufficient Proviſion for him, had he had no 


other Buſineſs, but the Produce of that, to have 
depended upon. | 
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neſs, leaving off Trade, and exchanging the Houſe 
he had carried it on in, for others more ſuitable 


to the Station, 1 had Placed him in; and 
he | 


more equal to the Port an Alderman of the chief 


City of the Kingdom, and who had in View the 


chief Magiſtracy of the City, ought to maintain. 
From Lambeth-Hill our Alderman removed to a 


Houſe fronting the Fields, at the upper End of 


Queen 5-Square, Ormond-Sireet, which Houſe he pur- 


chaſed. This was the Place of his Reſidence in 

Town. The Houſe is well ſituated, has a fine Pre- 

ſpect, thro? the-opening of the Square® towards 
mpſtead and Highgate: and the Alderman uſed to 
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And now we are to conſider him above his Bu- 
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think, it ſtood in as an agreeable and as healthy a 


Part of the Town, as he could have pitch'd upon. 
But tho? he was much pleaſed with the Choice 


he had made in Town, he was much more fo with. 


that he had made in the Count 
Seat which he alſo purchaſed, which formerly 
Jonged to the famous Sir William Temple, at E 


Sheen, near Richmond new Park; and our Alder- 
man would often mention it, ſeemingly with great 
Satisfaction, that he was in Poſſeſſion of what fo 

great a Man as Sir William Temple, valued himſelf _ 
upon his Choice of, and prized beyond all the Gran- 


deur and Pleaſures of Court. 
This Houſe is as pleaſantl ſituated, as any 


ſo near London can be, and is, with the Gardens, 
in excellent Order. Its Neighbourhood to the 
Eing's Park at Ricdmond, and a fine Country ad- 


joining, ſupply .a thouſand Engagements for the 


Mind, and alt that might .invite to Exerciſe, or, 


contribute to the Health of the Body. py 


that he enjoyed all the rational Pleaſures of Life; 


and had he been otherwiſe, in this Retirement he 


might have indulged himſelf in Weakneſs or Wic- 
kedneſs, and been out of the Reach of the ſtrickeſt 


Enquiry; but *rwas here that he laid by. the Alder- 
man, for the more amiable Name of Friend; and 


with a few, a well choſen Number of Friends, gave 


into all the-Agreeableneſſes of Converſation, they 


could mutually furniſh for each others Entertain- 


ment. At this Villa he lived reſpected, and valued, 


by all his Neighbours; this was his conſtant Place 
of Abode, whilſt his Health would permit it to be 


o; and the City Affairs and fine Weather afforded 


try: This wava 


Here was the Alderman's ſweet Retreat from the 
Noiſe, the Hurry and the Fatigues of the Town; 
from empty Shew; the Impertinence of ſome, and 
Importunities of others; *twas here, as a wife Man, 


- 
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him £ Opportunities of enjoying the Pleaſutes aua 
Benefits of | its Delicacies and Engagements. 


And thus the Alderman lived a pleaſant, and. a 


han and a careful Life, Kriding his Time bes 
| —— Town and Country; in the one as a Gua- 
. dian of the City, and a public Magiſtrate; when in 


the other, a perfect Country Gentleman, free, eaſy 


of Acceſs, open-hearted and hoſpitable ; and treat- 
ed all Mankind ſuitable to their Deſert and Di- 
ſtinction, wbo came near him. 


True to his Friends and his Principles, he « con- 


tinued to gain upon the Affection of his fellow 


Citizens; and in about three Tears after his Re- 
turn from abroad, was, with Sir Fobn Williams, 


choſen Sneriff of London and Middleſer, and in this 
Sation he behaved to univerſal Satisfactfon and 
conducted himſelf with great Equality and Can- 
dour, which gave Hopes of an agreeable Beha- 


viour, ſhould he live, as .he afterwards did, to be- 


come their chief Magiſtrate. 


Ualeſs it was merely to ſwell this b 


we can only take Notice of one remarkable Event, 
which fell within the Compaſs of his Power, . 
ring his being Sheriff, and that was the Caſe f 
the notorious Colonel Charters, In the Year that 


Sir Fobn Williams and Mr Ba RBER were Sheriffs, 


was Colonel Chartres tryed, convicted, and Fay 


tenced to be hanged, at the Old Baily, for Ra- 


viſhing a Maid in his own Houſe. 


By Vertue of this Sentence the Sheriffs 5 Lot 


don became intitled, as a Forfeiture, to what be. 
longed to the Colond: within the Boundaries of 


their Juriſdiction ; and by Vertue of an immediate 


' Enquiry: they found -him to be poſſeſſed of about 


Thouſand. Pounds Worth of South 


| Sek which they ſeized upon accordingly, had 
the Stack transferred to themſelves, afterwards ſold 


i and appropriated the Money arifing from the 
| .'G 2 9 
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UE as they had a Right to do, to their own 


| But to return to Mr Sheriff; he benaved as ſuch | 
From firſt to laſt, with Reputation to himſelf z he - 


ſerved his Fellow-Citizens, whenever *twas in his 

Power to ſerve them; ated, when in the Office, 

with Honour; and went out of it with Applauſe. 
He maintained the Reputation he had got, and 


ſupported the Aſcendency he had obtained over the 
Hearts and Affections of his Fellow-Citizens, by 
Joining in every Meaſure that might advance their 


Intereſt and their Honour; or be thought coridu- 


cive to the Security of the Liberties and-Pnivileges 


of the City of London; till by an interrupted: Courſe 


of Attention to their common Rights, and the Ser- 


vice of their general Wellfare, from going out of 


one Office, he came within Sight of ancther 
the Office of the higheſt Honour, and greateic Power, - 
of the moſt Importance, and the largeit Truft, that 
the City of London has: to diſpoſe of. : 


And to this he ſucceeded, or rather was elected 


(according to the Courſe of Rotation, which was 
at that Time in Uſe) in the Year 17333 a Year 
which will not readily be forgot by the Trading 
Part of the Nation in general, or by the Citizens of 
London in particular, for giving Rite to a Scheme, 


which gave a general Diſtaſte, and became the 
ject of univerſal Abhorrence. 


This was what is commonly called the Excife 


Scheme; and whilſt that fo- much deteſted Proiect is 


remembred with Dread and Averſion, the Lord 

Mu,jnyor of the City of London's Behaviour upon that 

Occaſion, will always be commemorated to his 
T.. v 


During the Courſe of this Bill in the Houſe of 


Commons, Mr BA RBER filled the City-Chair; 
and he left no Means in his Power uneſfayed, to 
_ » defeat a Project big with Slavery, and highly injur 


rrous 


— = 


- 
* 


* Mr Alderman . 


-rious to the Immunities of the Subjects, * Pile: | . a 


ſtructive of the Trade of the Kingdom, ee 
to the Apprehenſion of many; and he ſucceeded 
195 ſo well in his arduous Endeavours for the Service 
4 of his Countrymen, by the noble Stand he made, 
and the powerful Oppoſition he procured in the City 
of London againſt the Bill, that the entire Defeat of 
it was perhaps more owing to himſelf, than to any 
one Gentleman in the Kingdom. 
- Whilit Lord Mayor of the City of London, he 
„ Fee the Dignity of the Office of Supreme 
3 Magiſtrate in a Manner, which did Honour to the 
: - City, as well as himſelf; he proved an upright 
Magiſtrate; behaved with Impartality ; did Juftice 
| to both Sides (whoever came before him) to the 
beſt of his Judgment; and kept, as they call it, as 
grand a Mayoralty, as ever was kept in the City 
1 of London; he ſpared no Coſt, dealt generouſly, 
| lived ſumptuouſly, and entered upon every Method 
in his Power, to ingratiate and oblige. © 
,  _ Biſhap*s-Gate rebuilt, and Ludgate repaired, du- 


| Teſtimonies of his Regard to a right Diſcharge of 
his Duty, and of his having, whatever might con- 
tribute, either to common Utility, or the general 
Satisfaction of his Fellow-Citizens, at Heart. 
Before we diveſt him of. this Office, *rwould be 
as injurious as any Thing we could offer to his Me- 15 ; 
mory, not to let him put in his Claim, as Prin- 
cipal, to an Act of Mercy, which aroſe Whollx 25 
from himſelf, for which Multitudes of miſerabis 2 | 
3 Wretches have been obliggd to him, and bave had 
a Cauſe to bleſs. his Name; and whilſt, the State 'of 
| MWickedneſs in London and Miadieſex continues in. 
the like Situation it has been in. or is in at Ps. 
much greater Numbers will undoubtedly have Rea- 
1 8 to bleſs * Name, r e bis Conduct 


i, 


* 
I 
F 1 nt by. ; 


„ ring the Mayoralty of the Deceaſed, afe publick ' '_ 2 
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Life and Chara8er 


upon that Account, with great Thankfulneſs and... 
F * 


This was the well known Regulation at the Seſ- 
ſions-Houſe at the Old. Baily, which proceded from 
his own jult Way of Thinking, and the tender 
Sentiments of a compaſſionate Heart, for the Di- 
ſtreſſed and Unhappy. When an accuſed Perſon 
was upon Trial at the O/d-Baily,” and acpuitted, he 
was obliged to pay the Fees of Newgate, or go 
back for Want of Money; where many of the poor 
Souls periſhed in Priſon for no other Crime, per- 
laps, but Povert . > 
To put a Stop to ſuch terrible Cruelty, he pro- 
cured it to be eſtabliſhed by an Order of the Court, 
an Order which, as we are a Chriſtian Country, 
twould be a Shame to us, ſhould not prevail all 
over the Kingdom, that when any accuſed Perſons 
were acquitted by their Country, they ſhould in- 
ſtantly be diſcharged in Court, without paying any 
Fees upon any Account whatever; and it has been 
ſtrictly adhered to ever ſince, 5 5 
The ingeſſant Huzzas and Acclamations of the + |}* 
Croud, at our Alderman paſſed the Streets, on the | 
Day he gave Place to his Succeſſor, was a Teſti- 
mony, which he never wanted afterwards, that his 
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f 1 „ " off Mr Alterman Bann 


miſlead oY falſe Lights z they made no an — 4 
bor Jockying, Miniſterial Influence, Artifice, i- 


ring the Intereſt, &c. but took all for Gold 
iſtered ; and the Event made it out that they 
judge wrong, He followed their Advice, ſtood 
the Teſt; and, tho? at the Election Mr Alderman 
BARBRR had more ſing le Votes, than any dne of » 
the Candidates, yet he had a leſs Number upon the 
Poll every Night, than any other Perſon who ſtood * 
Candidace with him; and by proper Management 
was thrawn out; or rather diſtanced by a Perſon, 
who never was thought of upon ſuch an Account 
before; and a Gentleman, *tis- pretty certain, the 
wor thy Liverymen of London will never put to the 
Trouble of an Attendance at V fiminſter, upon 4 chin” - 
Account, again : 
It the Alderman had taken the Opinion of the 
Gentlewoman whom we have ſo often mentioned, 
he would not have ſet up'at all. This Gentlewoman, 
to uſe her own Words, was for having hin con- 
| tent himſelf -with the Share of Reputation] ie had 
. gained, and fit down ealy; for the Liverymen, as 
line believed, were engaged; and none but thoſe 
could at that Juncture be of any Service to him 
but the Alderman happened at that Time to differ 
with her in Opinion, and the Succeſs he met with 
proved who was moſt in the Right. 
The Alderman was but little chagrin-d at W of 
Diſappointment 3 it helped to conviace him, that 2 Wh 
he was ſomething out in his Reckoning; end that,” 
tho', as g ofien ſaid, he had it in Quantity, nge - 
Wanted it in Quality; aj that he did not kn r „ 
bis Friends, from thoſe? WhO only pretended to be 
ſuch; but the Whole ſoon wore off, he forgot it #8 
all; and vo the Day of his Death, made the Serving - 
or Obliging the Liverymen and Citizens of rags ie 5 Ly 4M 
A Poine with 8 he would never CIO Sem”, 24, 2 


= | Puſh after this for a Seat in Parliament, felt the Pul · 
_—_: bh his . to the l of 3 5 


ing Letter, as wrote, by the Alderman, to ſome 
of his Friends, who had voted for him at that 
Time. 


GENIE, 
1 Shall altways retain a 2 2 
the Favour you intended me. I hope 


will accept of my moſt thankful Arnntlgnens 5 


for the Obligations I lie under, for thei? 


ances for me on the Days of Elefiion. 4 Are 95 
that my principal Motive 10 hope for ſucceeding to tbe 
Honour you deſigned me, was to have it more in my © 
Power than ever I have had it before, to appear 


for the Honour and Intereſt of my Fellow-Citizens; 


the Point I always have had, ui whilſt 1 live - 
| ſhall have, at Heart. But as four worthy Genwemen, 


each ef whom is much more deſerving of the bigh 
and honourable Truſt, have met the diſtinguiſhed” Re. 


gards of, the Gentlemen of the Livery, I chearfu 


acquieſs in their Determination; and ſhall think it 


an Happineſs, . F any ſmall Services F mine, in the 


Station their Deciſion has left me, may contribute 
preſerve the Liberties, LY promote the Peace £x 


. City of London, VVV 


I- am, 
L 


June 20th 1740. with great Affection, 


8 E N 1 L EME N, 
Your moſt nenn humble Servant. | 


a> 
* £ 7 
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The Alderman. being 3 to make e one 


As one Teſtimony of this, we offer the follow: * 


% 


— 
. 2 o 


of Mr Alderman Benny. 57 


Nomination as 2 Candidate for Member for the 
City of London, at the approaching general Electi- 


on; but tho* he would have been glad of becoming 


2 Candidate, yet he was reſolved not to ſet up by 


| himſelf; but to be determined by the Reſolution 
- . of the Livery-men of London, who had appointed 


| a Meeting at Vintner*s-Hall, in order to approve of 
four Perſons proper: to. repreſent the wah in Par- 
ENT. 


| | ' To cultivate a Grſt Intereſt, ſome private, as well 
js publick Attempts were made. But thoſe proved 


/ ineffectual; and tho* the Gentlemen at Yintner's- 


/ Hall, well knew, and acknowledged Mr Alderman 


BarzzR's Merit, yet they did not think pro 
to nominate him a Candidate, according to his 
pectations and Hopes; they conſidered him under 
Age and Infirmities; and too far in the decline of 
Lie to be able to go through the Fatigue of a due 
Attendance on the Buſineſs of the Houſe of Com. 
mons; and therefore by a large Majority carried,it 
againſt: the Inclination of the Deceaſed. _ 
Though. this Refolution of the Livery was not 
ee to his good liking; he acquieſſed in it; and 
gave up all Deſigns of ever endeavouring again for 
an Honour, which he had made two unſucceſsful 
— Effays to obtain. 
But it is Time to be Sing towards a Conclu- 3 
| ſion, and to cloſe the Whole, with a juſt and genes _ 
ral Character of our deceaſed Alderman, from the 
- Time, at leaſt of his appearing in the Court of Al- 
dermen, after his Return from Iraly, to his Death. - 


He was conſtant in his Attendance ypon the Bu- EY 


ness of the City, being ſeldom or never abſent, 
when the Court of Aldermen met; ty; muſt - 


have been ſomething very extraordinary which kept 
eg from the e N one N of a Lb a... 


The Life and Character : 


Opportunities of diſcovering his Inclination, he was 
always on the Side of Mercy ; and by his Diſcern- 
ment and judicious Deciſions, he has often "ſaved 
5 the Proſecuted, and delivered the Innocent from 
= + the revengeful Hands of their Proſecutors z who, 
. for Want of ſo good a Judge and Advocate (for 
| 


the Diſtreſſed were always ſure of finding both in 0 


him) might not have been able to have made their 


own Innocence, or the Malice and Wickedneſs of 
thoſe who endeavoured to make them be thought 


guilty, appear to'the Court. 


=; Ile was accounted a good Magiſtrate, never al. 


85 | lowing, *tis faid, any private Applications to biaſs 


him in the Diſtribution of Juſtice ; and tw as but 


tisfied with his Determination. - 
Hut if we may view him with Advantage in his 


and Capacity. He ſeldom or never made long 
Speeches, but very few Men ſpoke more to the 


often work up an Oppoſer to Warmth, but al- 


ter of his Antagoniſt, on the Side of 
—_ he entered the Liſts. 
t heartily, in the Intereſt of his Country 
in in geperal ; ; and of the City of London in particu- 
ur; moſt "aſſiduouſly endeavoured, and ardently 
deſired to promote the Honour and Weliare of 
. both. He always bravely ſtood up for, and 
3 . * aß ꝛafſerted A Rights and rivileges of . 


Purpole ; ; what he faid was ſtrong, ſhort and deci- 
five; he had a great Command of Temper ; would. 


ways kept cool himſelf; and by mixing ſometimes 
= r with Arguments ſuitable to the Nature | 
=" vt. the Matter in Debate, commonly 2 the bet- 


very few who came before him, but went away ſa- J 


Judicial Capacity, tis with like Satisfaction we find 
[== him in Debate, in Committees, in the more gene- 
=—_ ral Direction of the City Affairs, in a Court of Al- 

3 dermen; *twas there he diſcovered equal Judgment 


* 


e . n 4 


4 


N — 


” 


his Gratitude, and Obligations to his Friends, the... 5 A 


2 


1 mented by them when deagl, than chis our late 
0 worthy Alderman. 


interred, according to his Deſire, in Morilack his Pa- 
I | | owing worthy F riends : The Right b © to 95 
WY N. Alderman Weſtlc Mr Marſhall, and 5 : 


one Hundred Pound to one who ſerved his Time 
Th o_ him; and ſeveral ſmaller Legacies to Friends, 


Effects he deviſed. to her, to whom he tho ught * a | 4 
E bimſelf under moſt Oblig ations; \andaccording] * 1 By. if 
* Mrs Sarab Dowckin, ſole Executrix, and 3 
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. 8 Fe lived 5 Gy 68 ines We 4 himſeff to - 3 
- render. the Whole Tenour of his Actions actepta® * , 


ble to his Fellow- Citizens ; ſo it may with much 
Teach be. ayerred, that no Man enjoyed more of 
their Affection when living; or was ever more la- 


. ; 
He departed this Life about Eleven: o Clock n 2h. 
ight, on Friday the Twenty-ſecond Day of Yp=" ' 4 
laſt, at his Houſe in ueen-Square, . V 
eet; from whence he was .conveyed in a Hearſe 
th fix Horſes handſomely attended, and decently 


* 


1. 


Church; his Pall being ſup ported by his fix fol- 
ord- Mayor; Sir Jobn Barnard; Sir Robert God. gs 


Mr Hoar, Aldermen and Sheriffs; ; who to ſhew 
their Value for the Deceas'd, while living, paid 
theſe their mournful Regards for his Remains, when 
lead. e 
The Deceaſed was, at the Time. af bas Death, 8 
Preſident of St Bartholomew's Hoſpital; to which, .by Re: 
Will he bequeathed ſeven Hundred Pounds; ON 
three Hundred Pound to Bethlehem. He 1 oa 
one Hundred Pound to a Child of Mr Mis; 


d Servants ;, and he left handſome T eſtimonies Gt 95 2 ba 


late Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke, Mr Pape, and 
Dr Swift, But the Remainder of his Eſtate and FR 85 


26 og 5 1 whic h 9 the- 5 *. 0 £4 


The Life and Character 
polſeſed of his Town and Con ntry Houſe 5 


wo . 4 | 4 9 500 ; which is lett for 3 of two Hun- 
23S 2 : red Pounds a Year to her own Brother; and it 1s, 


_ ady Money 


| 2 3 tho we have mentioned the Alderman's Executrix 
- Ana Reſiduary Legatee by the Name of Mrs Dove. 


3 oing Treatiſe, yet, that we have done ſo meer 
| SM ly in. Compliance to the Appellation ſhe is diſtin- 
N FE: by in his Will; for if the Aſſurances of 


of that Gentlewoman in the Courſe of 5 


wet, may be depended upon, .that Lady was as 
0 related to our deceasd Alderman, as 4 
Lic icepſe from Doors-Commons duly nnn 
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1 __ 3 Peg © Þ 2 5. 8 * was 5 Fat her 8 Name 
\\ Sake, read, tus Father's N ame was Morgan Bar- 
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- conjectured to about twenty Thouſand Pounds in, 
5 175 e Time we have had any Occaſion to 


e Perſons who pretend to have been in the Se. 


We Rh conclude without taking Notice, that) * 


